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'buitenlander' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Greetings, gentle readers.

Well, I've kept my head down this last few months, what with one thing and
another.  I've just moved to a rather more rural part of Holland, so I've
only just had time to catch up with the archives. Many things have been
written, some good, some not do good, none bad.   I won't comment on too
many of them.

I can sympathise deeply with Moomin's experiences with Holly and the
roadworks.  This is a scenario which scares me too, and is in my mind when
I am with my little love Alexa. Her mother is very relaxed about things,
but the atmosphere in the UK is becoming so paranoid that there are times I
feel it is only a matter of time before someone ill-informed do-gooder
tries to 'do good'.

Also, thanks to Frans for his comments.  Following a few links and reading
the material therein, I get increasingly depressed. Being a paedophile
nowadays seems like the religious persecution of earlier times and
cultures: open your mouth and you get punished. Depressed, yes, but also
frightened and lonely.  The stranger danger is being drummed into our
western European culture so hard these days that I am made to feel
uncomfortable by even smiling at a little girl, especially if she is with
an adult. 'Thou shalt not'.  Mind you, when the smile is returned, it sort of
makes up for things :-)

As for all the recent comments about child pornography and the internet,
whilst I would never condone the sexual exploitation of a child, the mere
offence of looking at pre-majority nudity is enough these days to condemn.
Are we not allowed to bathe our children (or anyone else's if you are lucky
enough)? There are better things to focus on, like child poverty, children
dying from preventable diseases, ensuring an adequate education for
children, rather than develop a mutual, loving and caring relationship.
Oh, sorry I forgot.  That don't make news or win votes, and are someone
else's problem. Silly me, now where's me bucket of sand so that I can stick
my head back in?

Rant over.  Feeling a bit better now, but roll on summer and yah boo to the
winter storms.

I'll be spending Christmas in Holland this year. It'll be the first time
away from my parents and immediate family for nearly four decades, so it
should be an interesting experience. My ideal Christmas present? A beach
holiday in the South Seas with my darling Alexa.  My dream Christmas
present? To be able to speak about my feelings in a public place and not
get persecuted for it. My Christmas present in reality? Probably a box of
chocolates, a bottle of good malt whisky, and a damned good book (_Balthus:
Catalog Raisonne of the Complete Works_, if I can afford it). Hope
everyone who professes to the Christian religion has an adequate Christmas,
and that everyone else of other religious or non-religious persuasion
keeps safe, happy and out of trouble.

See you all in the new millenium.

Take care,

'buitenlander'
--------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Humbert II - A New One' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Had some changes take place
recently that prevented me from corresponding. I have read the list faithfully,
and was very envious of the one gentleman who achieved "The dream" one early
Saturday morning when his LG shed her modesty after discovering he also was
bare. That must only happen to one out of ten thousand of us.

Interesting developments with my
"Alicia", but I don't have time to go into them all right now. Our relationship
is one of modest liberties taken among each other, but with no spoken
acknowledgement of these actions and activities. That has been very frustrating
to me, and as Alicia has blossomed, she has become more of a puppet to what
society tells her is correct behaviour. I finally confronted her about the
deepness of our unspoken attraction and things went fairly positive, although
things are
still as curious as ever in the rabbit hole. She did seem shocked but receptive
about my candid approach to our occasional mislaid hands. She was smiling so
big
her cheeks were doing that Japanese Anime smiley thing... Where the LGs eyes
turn into tiny jumping dolphins. You know what I mean, don't you? I am sure if
you don't remember my past conversations, this entire paragraph is lost on you,
sorry, I will explain further in the future. We are spending several days on
vacation together at the new years, and I am really looking forward to it. It
isn't so much that the progress has been what I WANT, but that it feels so much
better to have things laid out in no uncertain terms. The direct approach has
considerable risks, but I was to a point where I could not live the other way
and enjoy life.

Interesting thing, I was at a Garage Sale and a guy
gave me a dead 17" monitor, recently. He was wearing a shirt that had a
stylized "LGL POWER" written across it. It made me think of the recent
conversations regarding T-Shirts and Secret handshakes. This could be
our version of the [gay men's] Rainbow flag.

'Humbert II'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Desire' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

It has been long, much too long, since I last wrote you. Now I have
finally taken the time. Things have changed here since then, and in
general not for the better.

As expected, Alyson went to kindergarten. Great for her (she really
enjoys it, I have been told), but not for me. She is not coming in
the mornings any more, but just at times when I'm not there, generally.

Then, I got a phone call from the organizer of some club for children,
doing some hobby of mine. I came there to teach every two weeks.
Because he has a new job, he cannot continue the club. Maybe it
also has to do with the fact that almost half of the children (among
which all but one of the girls) had stopped over the holidays. But
whatever the reason is, it makes me sad.

Then this society got the best of me. The constant negative atmosphere
in the media and elsewhere apparently drove me crazy, and for a few
weeks I was on sick leave for stress. I felt bad, could not
concentrate and had a very bad temper, just to mention the most
important symptoms. I have already made some contacts that might be
helpful.

Then the greatest shock - just as I had started working again, I
heard that I had been 'found out' by the parents of Michaela and
Alyson. And they did not take it well, not want their children to come
over to my landlady (the children's grandmother) any more as long as I
was there. Both me and my landlady tried to convince them otherwise, as
I am rarely there when the girls are there (unfortunately), and when
I am, their grandmother is there too so nothing unacceptable could
happen anyway, but all to no avail. And because the girls are very
fond of their grandmother (and also I do not want to drive a wedge
in the family), there is no option left but to start looking for a
new place to live.

Well, that's my current situation: No girls, only feeling terrible
and having a lot of problems.

To not be only negative, here are some girl moments (sometimes more...)
I had these last few months.

--

Some national organization that I am a member of had a lustrum, and
because of that organized a meeting for both members and public by day,
and a buffet for active members in the evening. I had promised to come
to both, and had of course agreed when asked to help organizing the
children's event during the day.

Lisa is a girl of almost 4 years old. She had come too, but I had not
noticed her very much - there were other girls as well, and she was a
bit too young for the activities we had organized. However, I did see
her extensively saying goodbye to another man - kissing him and putting
her sticker-doll on his bicycle. (note: this other man is AFAIK not a
pedophile, but is sympathetic towards it, and probably knows that I am
one).

Anyway, a bit later I hear Lisa calling down to me from a room on the
first floor. Can I touch that high? No, too high for me. Jump so high?
No, still too high. (well, she can...) And then she says 'You can't get
me'. 'You bet' I say, step inside and climb the stairs. When I enter the
room where she was, I almost bumped into her. I play a bit of trying to
catch her, then she wants to jump. Holding hands, we jump at the same
time. While jumping I lift her, so she can jump real high.

Then she wants me to swing her around, so I take her by the hands and
start to turn. Soon I remember that this is not good for a child (her
whole weight and then some is pulling on her arm muscles that way), so I
take her by the upper arms, torso etc. instead. All in all we did in I
think 10 different ways or so. (okay, probably less actually, but it did
give the impression of 10)

Unfortunately, her mother told her that it was time to go, but fortunately
they would be back that evening. Her mother had some material to be stored
away, so coming downstairs I saw her trying to pick up a crate. Together
we carried it to the shed.

For some time I had to do without Lisa, but when she returned (with her
mother and sister (15 or so)), she wanted to be swung around again, and
of course I agreed. Then food was ready, so I took her onto my shoulders,
and thus stepped into the cue for the soup. She played a bit with another
man in the cue, tickling him, and he told her to tickle me instead. She
did, and I tickled back. Much to her delight, so this repeated several
times (some inconsistency in my memory here, when I tickled her back she
was lying in my arms, but I remember getting her off my shoulders only
later when it was my turn to get soup (my back was starting to ache)).

I got myself soup, and asked her if she wanted some too. She did not,
so I got her some of the main course (some Chinese-Indonesian pasta)
instead. Suddenly she decided she DID want soup, but I did not like
getting back in the cue, so I told her she should wait for that. We sat
down, I took the seat opposite her, but she did not agree and told me
to sit next to her - of course I obliged. "It seems you have a fan,"
her mother remarked, sitting down on her other side.

After dinner I swung her around again, and she also played some 'train'
with me (I think you get the idea, putting some chairs behind each other
and one of us pretending to be the driver, the other the passenger). Do
I need to say I had a wonderful day? Didn't think so either. Only one
thing bad in the story: It might well be years before I see her again.

--

Then one day I took the train, and had the happy chance to choose a
seat right beside a sweet LG (7 or so), opposite her mother and
brother (4). She was doing some handicraft ('vingerhaken' - 'finger
crochet' it is called in Dutch, don't know the English word), and the
four of us got into some small talk. Very nice. Unfortunately they had
to get off at the next stop, and she expressed her sadness about that.
"You like driving by train?" I asked, but that was not the problem,
they were going to switch trains anyway. No, she said: "I like sitting
next to you." I thanked her, wishing I could do more - that one remark
sure made my day!

--

Having some all-weekend social event, I spent the night in the living
room of one of the organizers. He warned me that I might get woken up
early, because his two daughters (7 and 9) would be coming down to see
what Sinterklaas present they had got. Well, I don't need to tell you
that I didn't mind a bit that his warning came true. Still time for
over an hour of playing/watching before breakfast.

--

To 'Soft_&_Gentle':

Wow! It really got me what you wrote about Liz and Nann. I have to admit
that diapering and babying a girl who is in fact too old for that is an
erotic phantasy of mine.

> "Please, take protection, I would not want my girl to miss school
> because she would be awaiting."  It took me a while, but I understood
> that he was refering to pregnancy.

Yes, that's probably because she's Dutch - the Dutch phrase for being
pregnant literally means 'to be in expectation', so it is not strange
that she translates it that way.

--

'Yuri' wrote:
> I wouldn't have considered you a "Dark Side paedo"
> back then either because as soon as she said "no" you
> stopped immediately and didn't do anything again until
> years (?) later when she initiated renewed sexual
> contact.

In my opinion there is more to it than just stopping when she says no.
In the first place, you also have to take steps to at least make it
likely that she WILL say no if she does not like it. She must accept
what you do because she likes what you do, not because she is afraid
to lose you, because she has learned to do what she's told or because
she is simply shy. In the second place, you will have to not get
beyond what she can understand and manage.

--

'true777' wrote:
> Do you think its ok to have sexual activity with a child if they
> like it - is it ok for a mom/dad to have sex with son/daughter.
> Is brother/sister sex ok?

Yes, in my opinion any _wanted_ sex is ok. Research also seems to
indicate that little or no harm comes from such experiences, while
forced experiences do often cause problems.

However, in the current climate I would advise you away from it.
There are grave consequences, certainly for the adult but also for
the child if it gets known.

> If your child had a crush on an adult,
> would you say its ok for them to have sexual activity even if
> your child is like... 7 years old and the adult is like 30ish??

Hard for me to answer, because I do not have children (or a young
sister, a niece or even a young friend), but I think that my answer
would be 'depends'. Firstly, I would want to ascertain myself that
(s)he really wanted it him/herself. Then I would estimate how well
I could trust that adult - is he just using my boy/girl as an easy
fuck, and going to drop him/her afterward? Or is it somebody who is
in the first place interested in the child's pleasure?

> Are there other net sites that talk about this ?

BoyChat is a good place to try http://www.ivan.net/bc/boychat.shtml

And as I'm at it it won't hurt to make a bit of advertising for my
own pages: http://www.fpc.net/pages/desire/

> I don't know how I feel about these things, I've always been
> attracted to girls 7-12, but I've always felt horrible about
> it. Any info you can give me will be wonderful, I hope you all
> respond.

The most important thing I would want to say is: Don't feel bad about
how you feel. These feelings that you, I, (almost) everyone here has,
they are not bad. The question is what you do with them. You can try
to be something good, something important in a girl's life, or you can
use them to their detriment, egoistically just looking at your own
pleasure. Your feelings are neither good nor bad, only your actions
can be either.

> I have never hurt a child - I havn't done any thing with a
> child (not since I was 12-ish, anyway).  Sorry if I use
> USA slang - I like to know what kind of people I'm talking
> to.  Over the years I've had many "relationships" with LG's
> that had nothing to do with sex.

You must have a different definition of nothing as I have - or a
different definition of relationship. How can you have a relationship
with someone and still 'do nothing' with them? As for not hurting a
child - either you can do things that I can't, or you were extremely
lucky. I have hurt Alyson by telling her I had to go to work and
could not keep playing with her. I have hurt one of two sisters by
spending too much of my attention to the other. I have hurt children
by mis-guessing that they would be able to stand on my hand... never
anything big, luckily, but they certainly were hurt.

--

From the press snippets:
> SECRET FILMING of parents suspected of child abuse is the
> best way of protecting children, according to a working
> group of consultant paediatricians in the north of England.

'Giggle Maker' reacted:
> I don't understand this -- how would the parents be filmed?
> Is Jack Straw gonna install cameras in everyone's home? Or
> just those that are "suspected of child abuse"?

It might work for some cases of severe physical abuse, by doing the
filming in the hospital. I have seen some results of cases where this
already has been done, and in that way mothers with 'Munchhausen
Syndrom by Proxy' were found. This syndrome allegedly means that the
mother (rarely father) is so keen on the attention she and her child
get at the hospital that she deliberately makes the child have
symptoms of some unindentified illness so (s)he is going to or
remaining in hospital. They choke their babies for some time,
for example.

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Padawan' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Has anyone seen Pokemon, the Movie?  Did you go with a lg?  Tell us
your tale. There was this girl next to me who so completely enjoyed
it that I just smiled as I let her share my popcorn. Her company
was something I'll always treasure!

'Padawan'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Lancelot' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------
I really enjoyed that last posting.

Especially the ideas on how we can all work together to make this a
better world for us all. Sometimes I think about giving up on this
society and moving to India, where people seem to be more rational -
at least with regard to this and maybe a couple of other issues. But
I am too poor to move anywhere...

'Lancelot'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Moomin' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

My apologies to 'Dalderious' and 'Oskar' for mixing you up in my last
post :-> It is of course 'Oskar' who has the good fortune to be
friends with a girl-love friendly young lady.

--

Thanks to 'Quilty' for  tip re- THE WATER BABIES film. I'll
certainly look out for it!

'Sanctuary' wrote (about Kitty):
>Is there any way you can keep seeing her? Do you think she would
>understand if you said you love her too (if you do)?

Yes, I do love her. I've known her a couple of years now so we
have become good friends.  I can see her most weekends as her mum
is a good friend of my wife. So no problem there.  I've always
been very careful NOT to interpret her play as flirtation, but
there is little doubt now (as I related) that she is becoming
somehow romantically inclined towards me.  I really notice the
difference compared to when she was only 6 or 7.  It's as if at 8
she has suddenly become aware of her feelings and is starting to
explore them. Is this a special age for emerging awareness of
feelings?

I confess, I have encouraged her; I have often told her how much
I enjoy being with her, how beautiful I think she is, and how
much I like her. I guess this has encouraged her to become more
open with me recently. Normally we are not alone, but since last
week I've been given the privilege of seeing her in the colourful
chaos of her own bedroom, reading, drawing and playing with her.
I don't know how this came about, but I'm REALLY grateful. So, we
can be alone together for anything up to an hour, without
worrying about mum.

I never properly acknowledged her recent sweet gestures. It had
been bothering me a lot. So on my last visit, while in her room,
I gave her a packet of her favourite candy (after first teasing
her by hiding it, naturally). She noticed the faded heart shape I
had tried to scrawl on the packet. "What's that?" she said in a
curious tone. I pretended to try to rub it off embarrassed, but
she was most happy to see it there. To my surprise, instead of
directly attacking the candy she took the trouble to carefully
cut out my fading heart shape, and stick it on a drawing we were
making together. I was so delighted by this that I gave her a hug
and told her that I LOVE her (this was the first time I have had
the courage to clearly say so), and she took my hand and drew a
large heart on my palm with a pink indelible pen (!). Well, that
was it as far as I was concerned, the final confirmation that Kit
really does care for me. She gave me her "heart", after all! We
had some really passionate hugs that day. It was with great
difficulty that I left her that evening, but returning home I was
more contented than I've been for a long time. I've never had a
little girl friend since childhood. I thought I never would. When
a little girl expresses her love in her own unique way, it is the
most beautiful thing in the world.

I hope you all find such love,

'Moomin'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Harbor Boy' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

I really enjoyed seeing "Tumbleweeds" tonight. You might want to mention
it. The young girl in the film, Kimberly J. Brown, did a fine job as
sort of the wise child to her mother's instability in running from
man to man, and place to place. She really is a pretty girl, about
12 at the most, with nice long, smooth light brown hair. (She also
has a nice little bit of baby fat, too). Most of the reviews of the
film will focus on her mother, played by British stage actress
Janet McTeer, but Kimberly turns in a very nice job as well. I thought
there would be some scenes where she was changing, but there are some
nice scenes with her in her bathing suit. She has a very nice, sweet,
warm presence onscreen.

Take care,

'Harbor Boy'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Giggle Maker' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Moomin' wrote:
>"The Witches of Karres" sounds great, but I was unable to reach it
>with the web address you gave. Could you please repost it?

Tripod seems to be unreliable. So I put it on Angelfire, too. I hope
this address works for you:

http://www.angelfire.com/wy/pausert

--

To 'true':

I understand totally about those precious moments -- I live for those
moments.

If you don't mind my curiosity: How did your relationship with Aunt
Jan end?  I gather that nobody ever found out your secret.

And I certainly agree that such relationships can be wonderful and
harmless.

'Giggle Maker'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Brother Chubba' writes
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hi, haven't posted in a while (well, in a few posts) so all the responses
I'd like to make would seem a bit out of date, and to be quite honest other,
more talented, people have said exactly what I would have said.  So this
will reply only to messages in the last post (but I read all of the others,
honest)

--

'D.A.' wrote:
>I must admit to having a problem with the word "pedophile". I
>know in its literal sense it should mean something rather
>beautiful but its meaning seems to have been twisted. After all,
>every time I hear the word in the media it's usually preceded
>by the word "convicted". I much prefer the euphemism of gl.

The group has discussed changing the word Paedophile many times over the
years (I've read the archives) so please forgive us if we can't be
bothered to discuss it again. Not that I mean anything nasty mind.  In
regards to your opinions on the media saying "Convicted Pedophile", I
think this is VERY annoying, you wouldn't call a rapist a "Convicted
Heterosexual" would you? GRRRR!

--

Lucid Dreaming has always intrigued me, if I could master this I would
be the most sordid little bugger on the planet (at least when I was
asleep) Anyone got any tips on how to do it? ;)

--

'Padawan' wrote:

Before I reply to this post I have to say that although I agree with what
Padawan is saying, it seems to be against one of Ianthe's FAQ rules, the one
that says we shouldn't use this group to try to organize some sort of
activist group.  I believe that what Padawan suggests is good idea but, as
Ianthe mentioned in the FAQ, this sort of talk could jeopardize the legality
of this group.  Personally though, I say FUCK LEGALITY!

Also please note that no hard feelings are meant by any of my responses.

>Our freedom can only be achieved by action.  I am aware that because
>pedophiles
>are now akin to murderers, going public would be dangerous.  For some, it's
>not
>enough to kill us, but our deaths must be slow, painful and humiliating.

I hate this mentality in so called human beings.  People are so ready to
hate with that kind of vehemence without remotely giving the defending
party a chance to redeem themselves.

>1. Organization
>By organizing ourselves, we become a bigger voice in the social and
>political arenas. We would have to properly register and meet occasionally
>to be better able to affect our members and effect changes.  This is
>perfectly legal and is even in our beloved Constitution.

YOUR beloved constitution, not mine, don't assume were all American, the
fact that we're not makes meeting up very difficult as it is.  But also,
do you not think that the police of many countries monitor this group,
desperately searching for some legal reason to shut it down, they could
easily arrest everyone who arrives at the meeting on some trumped up
conspiracy charge.

>3. Identification
>An effective means of identifying child-lovers (and the child-rapists)
>early would enable us to act quickly before harm is done.  Making initial
>contact and establishing rapports would be crucial to controlling how much
>or how little the public sees us.

I'm sorry but I don't see exactly what your trying to put across with this
statement, could you or anyone else please clarify?

>5. Publicity
>We, as an establishment, need to be heard.  Letter writing campaigns,
>personal
>appearances, movements, etc. would be needed.

This is a very good tip, I wanted to start a public rally for Paedo Pride
Day this year but obviously this was impossible.  I would imagine a lot of
people would be required to maintain some level of safety from Arsehole
members of the public.  I also wanted to do a flyposting campaign like
someone else whose name escapes me.

Relating to your comments on Hollywood I am writing a novella which has
relevance to girl loving.  It is at it's root a simple "Apocalyptic
Battle between good and evil" story but the main character is a girl-lover
and after the world is destroyed is left in charge of a group of children,
one of whom (a 12yr old girl) he falls in love with.  Ianthe, could I post
the URL for my story once it is up? (admittedly this will be a long time)

>6. Infiltration

Hmmm... this sounds very dodgy.

>Most people forget that while Hitler paraded in the streets of Poland, many
>Poles were in their basements making grenades and building bombs.

This sounds VERY inflammatory, please be careful for your own sake.

--

Reading through Jacks' post reminded me of my dilemma at finding a cinema
showing Happy Texas.  It was on for one day only at my local cinema as part
of a Film Festival Tour, and I was working that day.  Does anyone know
if it will get a proper release in Europe and where I can find out who's showing
it?  Thanks in advance.

--

'Dalderious' wrote:
>Why was that so important? (I know you didn't ask, but
>I did!) Because, I was thinking to myself "if this guy
>knew that I was a pedophile..." The most striking
>thing about that was that, I, in my own thoughts,
>referred to myself as a pedophile. I wasn't too
>nervous about the word like I have been in the past.
>It's as if I have passed some sort of marker on the
>road. I actually feel better about myself that I was
>open with myself. I have heard this echoed by others.
>I can now mention my liberation

I have always, (since about January when I discovered the archives of this
group) thought of myself as a pedophile.  I am proud to be what I am, a
'Child Lover' (girls specifically).  I personally don't care what the public
at large think about the word 'pedophile', I have made sure that all the
friends that I care about know that a paedophile is not always a child
molester.  Dalderious my friend, be PROUD of what you are and know that you
are better and more intelligent than all those programmed robots that call
themselves people.

--

I have went through another of my depressed periods again recently, for a
number of reasons,  I'm 20 now and GOD I'm getting old, I feel as though
I should be 15 still, I hate adult life.  I feel worse also because someone
I went to school with died recently, she was 19, the death of someone so
young, especially one you know, really brings home the delicate thread that
we walk along each day, the thread we call life.  I haven't had a chance to
talk to my friend who I wanted to come out to for a while (I'll call him
Brother Bones), at least not alone.  I still intend to tell him though.

I have been spending a lot of time with another of my friends recently,
(Let's call him Brother Hamish) He lives with his girlfriend (call her
Cassie) and I have spent about 40% of my time there over the past few weeks.
I feel like they are my only true friends in the world, I want to tell them
I'm a pedophile but have no idea how to do it (they seem less accepting
than Brother Bones).  I hate living a lie with them.

Cassie has had an idea of late.  She seems to want to set me up with one of
her friends, she's 19, I went to school with her, and she seems very
'little girl-like'.  She is very short and very thin with very little breast
development, to be quite honest I find her rather attractive, but I feel
that if I went out with her I would be betraying Sarah.  This is a bit of a
dilemma as an adult girlfriend would probably cheer me up a little.

Anyone with a little bit of money to spare and a little girlfriend like me
has probably had the same problems I have.  Although you like playing with them
in any way, their usual games aren't the most thrilling things in the world and
you simply play them because you love the girl.  Well, Pokemon is currently
VERY big with all the kids I know (hell even I love it!), If you can get
yourself down to a games shop (and don't live in the US where this is VERY
expensive) the 'Pokemon Collectable Card Game' by 'Wizards Of The Coast'
is a brilliant game.  It is easy to learn and even adults can enjoy it!
another CCG (collectable card game) that is good is Young Jedi, for lg's
who love Star Wars this is very exciting.

Anyway thanks for reading and I hope I elicit some response.

Cya

'Brother Chubba'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Gentle Ben' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Group:

This is just some venting. Having originally started to pen a letter
to one of the usenet newsgroups, where flaming and backbiting are
prevalent, I realized that I was quite content with MY group, and find
you to be understanding and supportive.

Yes, I too, have been 'attacked' verbally and with shocked attitude
change from those I felt were close enough to accept my differences.
Then, thinking back to a period of Therapy I reconciled that my
taste for Little Ladies, which may have come about by early abuse,
visited on me by my peers.

Not unlike the young Lad, whose desire for Big Ladies became arrested
at about Eighteen years of age. Actually by then, there had only been
one "conquest" with a Big Lady, and it was certainly a mutually
fullfilling relationship,  "She  was Just 17, and you know what I
mean?"... The others, the Little Ladies, as I prefer to call them
had first graced my life at about 16. Do you know what I mean? But
actually goes back to the one that sexually harassed me, and I was
just eight, and you do know what I mean? And, she talked nasty for
one of maybe 10 or 11; do you know what I mean?... and she insisted,
and made every opportunity to ask me to show her my privates, yet
I refused. Do you know what I mean?  You KNOW what I mean?... And
she drew pictures, and for one so young her pencil sketches were my
first pornography, and her Man and Woman were anatomically correct.
So much for Mattel,  do you know what I mean?  You know what I mean.
That part of our life was guilt? Because we didn't. and really wanted
to?  Or... because we would not want to miss that mystical feeling
of Young Love, at whatever age it blooms. Yet, we live in a Society
that judges us, along with the child molesters who rape and ruin
and ravish just as they do their whores. Therefore I shy away at
the words Molester, pedophile, and understand and relate to benevolent
child lovers.

Those of you (in the States, especially) who may have had an experience
with Parents United, or off shoots thereof, have already experienced the
clannishness surrounding the hundreds of thousands of American adults
that have 'molested' or 'loved' their children, too much, in an
inappropriate way (which has 'come to light'). There is a Clique! Social
pecking order for those who are brought together only because of misusing
children, I personally felt intimidated by my peers; and devastated by the
constant association with my 'first loves', who were there to have the
'Hurts' removed, and yet, so filled with the Sparks only a GL could see..
I only point this out because while legislation and strength in numbers
would seem to be indicated as a way to ease our plight, through Education
of the Masses, already the Masses are massed in unity AGAINST their 'Sins',
and they are militant against the splinter in My eye, whilst unaware of the
two by four in theirs'. (Forgive the paraphrase of the 'Owner's Manual').
Yes, the Bible speaks of Incest, and the several references appear to
have been instigated by the Children!  At the same time, the Master warns
that "to harm one of these" (children), "could cause a fate worse than
death". (Would you like to carry a Mill Stone dragging around your neck)?

In closing, it is obvious that I have no answers, but thanks for listening.

'Gentle Ben'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Bandersnatch' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

There's an interesting article here, called "Art and the Eroticism of
Puberty" by David Steinberg:

http://jarl.cs.uop.edu/sssswr/prog99/steinberg.htm

It discusses the controversy over nude depictions of children and
adolescents and starts by saying that "our particular culture still sees sex
fundamentally as a dangerous, demonic, potentially chaotic force, a force
that requires constant vigilance lest it tear apart otherwise sensible
individuals" requiring "two institutions of enforced sexual control".

These are the "designated innocents", a "mythical, idealized class of
innocent, supposedly non-sexual, individuals onto which society can project
its yearning to escape the conflicts generated by overly repressed sexual
desire" and the "designated perverts", a "mythical, demonized class of
subhuman sexual deviants onto which individuals can project their
transgressive sexual desires as a way of keeping those desires under
control".

The "designated innocents" were initially women and children, and latterly
children alone.

The designated pervert "must be so loathsome to the general population that
the social outrage he generates ... is extreme enough to serve as a warning
to all who would deviate from sexual normalcy as to what will happen to them
if they do. Designated perverts must be seen as so vile, so subhuman really,
that the full venom of social punishment - social ostracism, legal
confinement, even violent personal attack - can be visited upon them without
any sense of guilt, mercy, or compromise."

These start with nineteenth century advocates of "free love", through
homosexuals, sadomasochists and transsexuals. At this point the writer seems
to lose his nerve; clearly pedosexuals fill this role in the present day,
but no, it is art photographers such as Sturges and Mann who are brought
forward, even though the trials they have undergone hardly match the quote
in the previous paragraph.

Of course, the essay *is* about photography, but it looks like the true
"designated perverts" (us) are so loathsome to the writer that he can hardly
bear to name us.

  [ I suspect that the writer is summarizing the intended effects
    of such discourses, not expressing his own opinions on their
    validity or otherwise. ]

My view is that mainstream society will continue to suffer collateral damage
(wrongful conviction for child abuse; parents being harassed for
photographing their kids in the bath) as long as it fails to see its own
errors of categorisation.

'Bandersnatch'
----------------------------------------------------------------------
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UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Earlier sex trend for girls_

29th November 1999

Girls are growing up faster and having sex at an earlier
age, new research suggests.

A survey undertaken by Edinburgh University found 37.5
percent of the 15 year olds surveyed claimed they had
already had sexual intercourse, compared to 26.5 percent
in 1990.

The University undertook the research for the Health
Education Board for Scotland.  One interesting factor
which emerged was that those not interested in sport
tended to be the ones having underage sex.

----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

4th December 1999

_Minister who supports Pill for girls gets death threats_

A GOVERNMENT minister was under police protection
last night after receiving death-threat telephone calls
from pro-life extremists.

Susan Deacon, the Scottish Health Minister, was targeted
by hardline anti-abortion campaigners following a speech on
Thursday in which she backed wider access to the Pill for
schoolgirls.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: Daily Telegraph headline:
----------------------------------------------------------

_CHILD CURFEWS TO BE SCRAPPED_

Powers to impose night-time curfews on children aged under
10 are to be abandoned only a year after they were
introduced because local authorities are refusing to use
them.

----------------------------------------------------------



Europe:
----------------------------------------------------------

2nd December

ATHENS - The number of children in Europe has reduced by
16 percent since 1970 due to the falling birthrates and
increasing childhood road accident rates, experts said
in the northern Greek city of Thessaloniki Thursday.

----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

November 30th 1999

_Tipper Gore rejects masturbation in schools_

WASHINGTON -- Tipper Gore said Monday that although
her husband is relying on feminist adviser Naomi Wolf for
help with his campaign, he doesn't agree with her views
promoting masturbation as an alternative to sex with a
partner or abstinence.

Wolf is the author of several bestsellers on female
sexual power. In her latest, "Promiscuities," she argues
in part that schools should teach such things as
masturbation.

----------------------------------------------------------




USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

2nd December 1999

_New law would open school records_

Pittsburgh -- Sen. Michael A. O'Pake, a Democrat from
Berks County, has introduced a law which would require
Pennsylvania to make public the reasons for the
surrender of teaching licenses. Opening school records
would make it easier for districts to more thoroughly
check up on applicants for teaching posts, it is claimed.

----------------------------------------------------------



Security:
----------------------------------------------------------

2nd December 1999

_Faces will go red over digital signature crack_

German crackers have managed to hack the chip that
powers Siemens digital signature card, posing hard
questions about the European Union's recent
ratification of the standard.

This publication has received details of the
disassembled file together with comments from Matthias
Brustle, who posted a TeX file on a German bulletin
boards yesterday.

The file shows disassembly of the CMS/RMS for the
Siemens SLE44/66 chip at the heart of the security
system for Germany, dated yesterday.

Brustle comments at the head of the document, which is
dated the 1st of December: "A plain disassembly read
from a chip card is commented. There is also shown a
possible attack."

He then shows the structure of the CMS/RMS system,
saying: "The Chip/Resource Management System (CMS/RMS)
is split in two parts. The first 1kB at the address
0x0000, the second 1kB at the address 0x4000. In the
following I describe only the parts I understood what
they do."

He points out that the normal execution of the chip
can be bypassed in two ways, both of which can lead
to security breaches by anyone with a card who
understands the assembly codes.

----------------------------------------------------------



Security:
----------------------------------------------------------

29th Nov 1999

_AOL privacy policy "expires"_

An America Online policy is again putting privacy issues
on the front burner. The leading access provider recently
started sending e-mails to customers informing them that
the privacy preferences they signed up for a year ago --
the ones telling the company not to collect or distribute
information about their accounts or online habits -- have
"expired."

----------------------------------------------------------



Security:
----------------------------------------------------------

1st December 1999

_Critics Curse Comet Cursor_

Computer privacy advocates are reportedly expressing
indignation at the revelation today that a popular Web
browser plug-in used by more than 16 million people to
change a Web browser cursor into cartoon characters and
other images is surreptitiously tracking cybersurfers
and recording the pages they visit.

According to a report published today by Associated Press,
New York- based Comet Systems Inc.'s free cursor software
reports back to its home computers with each user station's
unique serial number every time a user of the station
visits any of 60,000 Web sites, including dozens aimed at
children, that support Comet technology.

Following complaints from computer privacy experts, Comet
declared it is not violating customers' privacy because it
does not attempt to match serial numbers against real
identities. The company published an explanation of its
privacy practices on its Website at
http://cometzone.cometsystems.com on Monday.

Associated Press quoted a Comet spokesman as saying the
company does not track specific statistics about each
individual as they visit Web sites. By tracking Web
surfers' serial numbers, Comet can both take a "census" of
its customers and receive payment from some Web site owners
based on the number of visitors who use the technology.

Critics, however, reportedly said Comet should have been
more open in disclosing the data collection and contend
that today's technology makes it easy correlate the Comet
serial number with users' identities.

----------------------------------------------------------



UK: Security:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Government hacking illegal say experts_

30th Nov 1999

Experts have concluded that the government probably does
not have the legal right to hack into your computer as long
as it is properly secured.

This news follows speculation by encryption expert Brian
Gladman last week that the 1990 Computer Misuse Act could
make it technically illegal for the authorities to
routinely hack into computers, even with a search warrant.

"The computer misuse act has two clauses," explains
Gladman, "one relating to hacking and one relating to
altering data on a computer. The one on hacking has a get
out clause for the government but the other one doesn't. I
would argue that any entry to a computer system changes it
because you are changing its electrical configuration."
Gladman points out that hackers are still occasionally
charged with stealing electricity in the US.

Legal expert and privacy campaigner Nicholas Bohm says that
the computer misuse act probably does make it illegal for
the government to break into a private computer if that
computer has defences in place. He says, "If your system
has been made secure with encryption, then it would be
altering it to break into it."

Bohm also expresses fears that the forthcoming Regulatory
Investigative Powers Bill (RIP) will remedy the situation
for the government. "I think they [the government] will
want to try to legitimise that activity. They don't seem to
be learning that the more civil libertarians make a fuss
about it, the more it encourages people to put up strong
defences."

----------------------------------------------------------



UK: civil liberties:
----------------------------------------------------------

November 1999

_Mama, we're all guilty now_

In its attempts to eradicate prejudice and crime in
Britain, Tony Blair's government has given little quarter
to racists, sexists, psychopaths, hooligans and
paedophiles. Yet in its approach to these abstract groups,
New Labour has employed methods of a distinctive
Talibanesque slant, whereby justice must be seen to be
performed, whatever the cost. As a consequence, one of the
fundamental tenets of English law - the assumption that one
is innocent until proven guilty - is slowly being eroded.

This trend was of course pioneered by the last Conservative
government which, in its Criminal Justice and Public Order
Act of 1994, removed a suspect's absolute right to silence.
Yet under Labour it has enjoyed unprecedented renewal.

It was home secretary Jack Straw's July proposals to
incarcerate - indefinitely - those at 'serious risk to the
public' that raised the eyebrows of many. Here he forwarded
the motion to lock up people, not who have committed a
crime, but who might commit a crime. Although Straw
stressed that this would only affect a reputed 500
dangerous psychopaths, it is a mighty Rubicon crossed. Yet
this Rubicon is being crossed on many bridges.

The Macpherson inquiry in the wake of the Stephen Lawrence
murder recommended 'empowering the Court of Appeal to
permit a further prosecution after an acquittal in cases
where "fresh and viable" evidence is presented'. In other
words, you could be tried twice for the same offence. The
Law Commission's report of October endorsed such a
proposal, asserting that 'the rule against double jeopardy
should be subject to an exception for certain areas where
new evidence is discovered after an acquittal'. The
prohibition on double jeopardy is a central tenet of
English law. It too rests on the premise that the law is
biased towards the accused. The removal of the double
jeopardy prohibition would lead to a greater number of
wrongful convictions of all citizens, black and white.

The presumption of guilt is also making inroads in the
workplace, where the Commission for Racial Equality (CRE)
wants employers to have to prove that they are not guilty
of racism, rather than denying they have been so. With the
new clause of 'unwitting' racism introduced by Macpherson,
it will be markedly easier for the government to make such
a shift in the law. We can only wait until Jack Straw's
autumn response to the Queen's speech to see if he has
taken the CRE up on this suggestion.

In tandem, the presumption of guilt has seeped through into
the field of sex, when in July the Better Regulation
Taskforce recommended to the government that employers be
forced to prove they offered pay and perks to male
employers without discriminating against female staff.
Coincidentally, that month it was disclosed that a 165
percent rise in reported rape over 10 years has been
accompanied by a fall in conviction rates to below 10
percent. Rather than sensibly asking whether such an
astronomical rise represents a paradigm shift in women's
perception of rape, the Something Must Be Done brigade
urged that it be made easier to convict those suspected of
rape. As a result, in August a proposal put forward by a
Home Office working party (established by Straw) mooted
that alleged rapists in court face the prospect of having
to prove there was consent, rather than deny there was not.

Paedophilia, like rape, is one of those crimes we abhor,
yet as with the latter, hysteria is a poor substitute for
reasoned assessment. At present there is a distasteful
little thing called List 99, operated by the Department of
Education, which keeps a list of 'known' paedophiles in the
teaching profession. Those appearing on the list are banned
for life from any job involving the care of children;
however, it takes little more than one unsubstantiated
accusation by a single employer - that is, hearsay - for
somebody to get on this register. The Protection of
Children Act 1999 has now made it mandatory for any
employer to consult this list.

When not automatically treating adults as convicts, New
Labour seeks to turn children into criminals. A
dusk-till-dawn curfew for children under 16 in Hamilton
proved so successful that the government wants to extend it
elsewhere in the country. Under the 1998 Crime and Disorder
Act, curfews can be imposed on children under 10, even if
they have committed no crime. And as we saw in Liverpool
recently, Jack Straw's 'antisocial' behaviour orders are
now being enforced, whereby the police can apply to a
magistrates court for an order against anybody they deem to
be causing 'harassment, alarm or distress' to somebody
else, or whom they believe is 'likely' to do so.

There are many other spheres where the presumption of
innocence is being challenged. In May, plans to allow
magistrates to ban unconvicted football hooligans from
travelling abroad were dropped from a government-supported
bill. Yet Straw remains unperturbed. The same month he
suggested that a defendant's right to trial by jury should
be scrapped in some circumstances, and elsewhere, last year
announced measures to seize assets of people suspected, but
not convicted, of profiting from crime.

The premise of innocent until proven guilty is an
invaluable tool against the punishment of the innocent. We
have seen how the urge to punish, borne by frenzied
Something Must Be Done populism, can be calamitous. In the
1970s, an English woman and nine Irish men were wrongfully
imprisoned for two IRA bombs in Birmingham and Guildford.
For a government that prides itself on being modern, there
is a medieval slant to New Labour, which places the
spectacle of justice above its efficacy. Repeatedly trying
somebody for the same crime is akin to Inquisitional
torture: relentless interrogation will wear down a suspect
from whom a confession will eventually be extracted. And as
for 'unwitting' racism, this is nothing less than
witchcraft, where denial is deemed as a sign of guilt - for
an empirically unprovable phenomenon. Only by having a
stone tied to them and drowning at the bottom of a river
can non-racists prove their innocence.

New Labour talks much of 'inclusion' and 'responsibility'
but little of 'liberty'; as Ralf Dahrendorf pointed out in
a recent issue of Foreign Affairs, throughout the Third Way
literature Blair has only once mustered up the courage to
utter that word. It would take a paranoiac to believe there
is a conspiracy afoot to turn us into a nation of
criminals, but a benevolent tyranny would appear to be the
direction now headed.

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: arts:
----------------------------------------------------------

30th November 1999

_Sir Elton and the gay 'scout' strip act_
_
The Scout Association today condemned singer Sir Elton John
for his involvement in a "deplorable and bad taste" camp
dance act with teenaged strippers dressed as cub scouts.

Sir Elton, 52, introduced the six teenager dancers
at a Royal Albert Hall concert. They peeled off their
traditional boy scout uniforms and caps to the tune of
It's A Sin by the Pet Shop Boys.

The 18 and 19-year-old professional dancers knelt on the
floor, grabbed their groins, and stripped down to skimpy
shorts at the concert, held to celebrate Stonewall's 10th
anniversary.

A spokesman for John explained that the sexy-scout
spectacle "was a bit of high camp in the great British
tradition of comedy like Benny Hill. It was meant to
be a bit of fun for an appropriate audience."

----------------------------------------------------------



USA: research
----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_Computer games could be positive for children: study_

A ground-breaking study has the potential to
dispel fears that computer games are a
contributing factor to aggressive behaviour in
children.

The four-year research project also found the
games are not addictive and could, in fact, be
positive for children.

According to the study 94 per cent of teenagers
had played a computer game in the past year
along with half the adult population.

While many of the games had an aggressive
element, the study found players were not
influenced greatly by this.

Co-author of the report Kate Aisbett says the
fact the games lacked realism was a significant
factor.

"They really understand that it's not real and it's
pretend and what they are really interested in is
what the game is about," she said.

The report also found that children saw
computer games as less scary than other forms
of media.

----------------------------------------------------------



UK: arts:
----------------------------------------------------------

4th December 1999

_Erotic secrets of Uncle Lowry_

The artist L.S. Lowry hid crude pencil images depicting
dark sexual fantasies under some of his published drawings,
a new biography of the artist claims.

The painter, best known for his bleak industrial
landscapes, also drew heavily symbolised erotic figures
of girls.

The discovery of the hidden drawings, which can be detected
only against a strong light, has shocked art critics and
friends, who have lovingly cherished his steadily growing
reputation during the 23 years since his death.

Carol Ann Lowry, who inherited the artist's estate, has
been forced to review her relationship with "Uncle Laurie",
whom she regarded as a Victorian gentleman, "godfather" and
generous benefactor, after looking more closely at
seemingly innocuous drawings that he gave her. When she
held them up to the light, she could see shadowy figures
emerging from the canvas.

Lowry's "strange secret" has emerged from as yet
unpublished research by Michael Howard, an art historian.
It is included in a revised biography of the artist by the
writer and journalist Shelley Rohde, published this month.
[ _L.S. Lowry; A Biography_ by Shelley Rohde.  Hardcover -
432 pages. The Lowry Press. ]

The author, who knew the artist personally, believes that
the hidden drawings must "change for ever the populist view
of a simple man painting simple pictures".

The hidden images will become more easy to see with the
naked eye over time, as Lowry favoured felt-tip pens in his
later drawings, not realising that they would fade over
time. Mr Howard believes that the oil paintings on board
and canvas also have their secrets. They await X-ray
examination.

The artistic stock of Laurence Stephen Lowry has been
riding high ever since his death in 1976 and his
reputation, bolstered by critical acclaim and an
extraordinary popularity, appeared to be unassailable.
The hidden figures have been discovered in Lowry's later
drawings, making it unlikely that they will be present in
*Going to the Match,* the 1953 work sold at a Sotheby's
auction on Wednesday for a record 1,926,500 UKP to the
Professional Footballers' Association. His public
collection is to be housed in the 127 UKP million Lowry
Centre beside the Manchester Ship Canal.

In the popular view, he is the artist who captured the
chimneys and back-to-back slums of an earlier industrial
age. It is his finely worked figures, from the
bowler-hatted man with a stick to the girl pushing a pram,
that command attention, but they are only part of the
artist's oeuvre, which encompassed desolate, brooding
landscapes and painfully observed portraits.

Many of these featured virginal, schoolgirl figures, each
with their long dark hair pulled back into a single plait.
The original model may have been real, imagined or, like
his landscapes, a composite drawn from imagination and
memory. They came to be recognised by his friends as his
"Ann" figures.

There was room for only one woman in young Lowry's life,
his domineering mother, to whom he believed he was a
disappointment, partly because he was not the daughter she
had craved. The tall, well-dressed rent collector, who
waited on his invalided mother through the 1930s, never
married.

Lowry, a bachelor, was not homosexual nor, as some have
suggested, uninterested in the psychological and physical
aspects of sex. "The time was never right for him," Mr
Howard said.

After his mother's death, the middle-aged figure befriended
a succession of young teenage girls and young women, who
each, in their own way, became the muse for his "Ann"
fixation. He took them under his wing, treated them to
lavish teas and shows, and opened their minds to his
artistic and cultural world.  There was never a question
of impropriety. He treated each one with the impeccable
manners of an Edwardian gentleman.

Lowry bequeathed his estate and the contents of his studio
to Carol Ann Lowry, the last of his muses. He became her
benefactor after she wrote a letter in 1957, at her
mother's insistence, asking for advice on how to become a
painter. She was then 13.

It has long been known that Lowry had a darker side. After
his death, executors to the will found a cache of secret,
unsigned works featuring a young, slender girl portrayed as
a marionette dancing for a hidden puppet-master pulling
the strings.

--

DIRECTIONS to Carol Ann _Lowry's new gallery in the
Fife fishing town of Pittenweem usually end with the words,
"Look for the big yellow door". For the solid, square
building at the end of the High Street, previously a branch
of the Royal Bank of Scotland, displays no outward sign of
its change of use.

The gallery is called The Weem, a Pict word meaning cave,
Carol explains. She is elated at the success of the recent
opening, if exhausted by the frustration of seeing the
building work unfinished. "It really buzzed on the night,"
she says, picking her way among rolls of bright blue
flooring that didn't quite make the original deadline.
"There were a lot of artists, their friends, local people,
people on my address list, children."

The opening of a gallery marks something of a coming out
for Carol, who has avoided publicity for 15 years. This
year, she reverted to her maiden name of Lowry, the
surname that, as a 13-year-old schoolgirl, she found she
shared with a famous artist - a discovery that prompted her
to write to him. Nineteen years later, she was astonished
to find herself named the heir to L S Lowry: he left to
Carol his money and his house in Mottram in Longdendale, an
estate valued at pounds 298, 459. She also received all of
the paintings by him that had not previously been sold, the
copyright to all of his work and his own collection, which
included two Rossettis.

The reversion to the name Lowry and the opening of her
gallery - an ambition she has held since she gave up
teaching art in 1974 - are part of a process of untangling,
rather than freeing herself altogether, from the ties that
a unique friendship and the subsequent inheritance created.

"In lots of respects, it's been very nice, not least
because I don' t have to worry about money. But it comes
with a sting in the tail. I could never just be me. Sooner
or later, somebody would say: 'She' s the Lowry girl, you
know'. And it's only now I've gone back to my own name that
I can say: 'I'm me'. I was Carol Ann Lowry before I met
him."

That meeting, one Tuesday afternoon in the autumn of 1957,
took place on the doorstep of 13 year-old Carol's rented
home, behind a dry cleaning shop in Heywood, near Rochdale.
She was waiting for her mother, Mattie - who had separated
from her father the previous year - to come home from her
part-time job cooking chips in a local cafe, when she
answered a knock at the door. The glass panels revealed
the silhouette of a large man.

"I'm L S Lowry," announced the caller. "Does Miss Carol
Ann Lowry live here?"

Carol remembers the moment "in pictures", and as clearly as
any event in her childhood. Earlier that year, she had
written to the artist at her mother's insistence, asking
for his help or advice because she wanted to study art. She
also asked if they could, possibly, be related.

"When he realised my mother was not at home, he said he
would come back later. He was very well mannered," Carol
remembers. "But although I can remember teasing my mum at
tea-time, saying she'd never guess who had called, I've got
little memory of when he returned."

But return he did. And soon, unbeknown to Carol, he was
paying the fees at her convent school, helping with the
rent and arranging for her to attend Saturday morning
classes at Rochdale College of Art.

Thus began a unique friendship, as a result of which Carol
was taken by "Uncle Laurie", the affectionate name she
still uses, to galleries and sales, first in Manchester and
then around the country, and later, away on holidays to
expensive hotels in London and Scotland.

In a new biography of L S Lowry by Shelley Rohde,
published this month by the Lowry Press in Manchester,
Carol says: "He became more than my mother, or my father,
or anyone. He made me. He moulded me. I was sufficiently
young for him to be able to do it; and sufficiently
malleable."

During the past 20 years of his life, when his paintings
were bought by royalty and important galleries and
collectors, Lowry was frequently noticed on his travels
with Carol.

"Often, people would recognise him, except once in South
Wales when we walked into a hotel and all the French
waiters thought he was General De Gaulle."

When Lowry, a bachelor and only child, was in his
eighties, he would ask her: "What shall I do with all these
things?" She would either brush the question aside, or
sometimes suggest leaving everything to the Royal Academy,
or even the Salvation Army - though she admitted that she
would quite like his mother's piano and a couple of other
pieces of furniture to keep in her own home.

The artist made his will in 1970, six years before he died,
and never changed it. "Maybe I was very naive, very
unworldly, but I really had no idea I was his heir," she
says.

"When I found out, I was really furious with him - first
stunned, then really cross because he never let on. I
didn't realise for ages just what I'd got - at least, I
realised and then I shelved it in my mind."

In the new biography, Carol says that it was only when she
became an adult that people suggested Lowry might have
felt towards her " as a man feels towards a woman".

She is dismissive of such suggestions. "I don't think there
was ever a physical thing for him, with any woman," she
says. "And he always behaved immaculately towards me, like
an uncle or even a grandfather."

He painted her only once, in profile, as a 16-year-old
schoolgirl, with her long dark hair tied back in a single
plait, wearing a grey jumper, gymslip and white socks. "I
didn't like the picture then," says Carol. "I couldn't see
anything of me in it. But he gave it to my mother and she
said it was definitely me."

When Carol went to college, first to Hornsey and then
Swansea, and later to teach in the Isle of Man, Lowry
wrote to her and visited. And although he met her first
husband, John Spiers, a builder and property developer, she
told neither Uncle Laurie nor her mother about the wedding
until it was too late for any objections. She knew her
mother would disapprove and didn't feel it right to tell
Lowry before Mattie.

Although others feared Lowry might feel some resentment
over the marriage, Carol says she never detected any change
in his attitude towards her. In fact, he seemed fully to
understand her motives.

Carol is 55 now, her features and short grey hair giving
her a passing resemblance to a younger Judi Dench. She says
that her wish to re- establish herself as a Lowry in her
own right in no way diminishes her love for the artist who,
despite endless debates about the possibility of blood ties
with his heir, discovered none.

After Lowry's death, at the age of 88, in February 1976,
Carol attended a Royal Academy show with her husband. "He
overheard a woman ask an Academician: 'Is there any truth
in the rumour that she was his illegitimate daughter?' "
Her first reaction was to have some fun with the remark,
until she thought of the pain it could cause her mother.

The affection - and gratitude - she still feels towards the
artist is clear when she talks about him. "So much rubbed
off on me through going to galleries with Uncle Laurie. He
bumbled in in a very confident way because, by then, he
didn't bother any more. Of course, I was nervous and shy at
first, but he opened doors for me. When I was with him, I
felt comfortable. And I always remember what he said about
gallery owners: 'They're only shopkeepers, you know'."

There are no _Lowrys _on display in the new gallery - most
of her paintings are on loan to galleries. "Anyway, I have
them in my mind," she explains.

She does keep with her, however, a personal hoard of
Lowry's scribbles, letters, postcards from places he
visited and some that relate to his paintings - wonderful
memorabilia that she would be happy to loan to the proposed
study centre at The Lowry, the new pounds 100 million
arts centre at Salford Quays, which is to open next April.

Carol has been consulted throughout about the shape and
content of the centre.

"I went down to London to meet the architects - it takes
forever on the train from here," she says. "But it was a
wonderful journey. I saw Lowry everywhere - in the sea,
in the boats, in the towns, on the moors. The Lowry light
was everywhere, that wonderful white, like an opal with so
many colours. It just sings." Carol, more than anyone,
wants the world to know that _Lowry'_s paintings of
industrial Salford were but one element of his work.

Although she was, at first, "shocked and then furious" with
the artist for never revealing his intention to name her as
his heir, she has learnt to cope with the responsibility.
Every day brings at least a couple of copyright requests.

"I see myself now as only a small part of the story. And I
never wish I wasn't a Lowry. I like who I am. But
sometimes, I walk down the street and think to myself: 'Did
this really all happen to me?' "

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA: movies: interview:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Extract from interview with director David Cronenberg:

[...]

_Q_ Yeah, sex is becoming increasingly politicized and less
human in the process! I think that both on the heterosexual
side and the homosexual side the definitions are way too
narrow and simplistic.

_A_ There's the whole political correctness problem as
well. I've read a couple of very interesting articles about
parents' appreciation of their children, physically. That's
such a scary topic these days, because everybody can only
think of that in terms of sexual child abuse, period. But,
in fact, one of the things that binds a parent to a child
is that appreciation of the child's body and vice-versa. We
see that in animals and we see that in ourselves. And there
is definitely an erotic element, but when people think of
"erotic" they can only think of abusive fucking, and it's
so much more subtle than that obviously. And, unless it
goes wrong, it's completely positive and necessary for the
healthy growth of a child. It's dangerous territory because
it's hot politically, that's the thing. And it gets into
feminist politics and normal politics and God knows what
else. Things seem to be so open in that everything can be
discussed on Geraldo, but at the same time nothing is
really being discussed.

_Q_ Did you see Welcome to the Dollhouse?

_A_ No, I haven't.

_Q_ It has a really interesting take on childhood
sexuality. It's very disturbing and upsetting to some
people. But if you actually remember a little bit about
what you were like at that age, it seems perfectly natural
and understandable. What a junior-high kid means when he
uses the word "rape" and what an adult means can be two
very different things.

_A_ Yeah, it's interesting how people block out their own
experiences in order to conform to some weird political
stance now. That's why I say that politics and arts don't
mix. It's kind of a contentious statement, and there are
many things to be discussed about it, but that's really
what I'm talking about the part of politics which requires
us to suppress our own intelligence and experience in order
to have the favored party line. That kills art. It destroys
it and you've got nothing left but propaganda.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Book review:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_BALTHUS: A Biography_, by Nicholas Fox Weber. Knopf,
644 pp., $40.

THERE IS a special aura to the artist who rejects
celebrity. In our age of media saturation, we are fascinated
by those who do not wish to be known. The painter called
Balthus is one of those enigmatic recluses.

Wanting his art to speak for itself, he almost never gives
interviews. He prefers that catalogs not include
biographical material. He rarely makes public appearances.

Thus, when Nicholas Fox Weber decided to write a book
about the great Polish-French painter, Weber did not
expect it would be easy.  Yet, to his surprise, Balthus
offered full cooperation. He even invited Weber to spend
a week in his magnificent Swiss chateau. At first
the old man's charm and hospitality dazzled his biographer.

It wasn't long, however, before Weber became disillusioned.
As other biographers have discovered before him, access
to a living subject is a mixed blessing. Enlisted as an
acolyte, Weber eventually turned on his subject.

"_Balthus"_ is the first full-length book about the
painter and will surely stand for some time as an
authoritative account of his life and work. It is also
a very peculiar book, as much about the biographer's
struggles as about the artist's life. The reader follows
Weber through each stage of their tormented relationship.
First Weber loves Balthus, then he hates him, then he
loves him again.

He changes his mind on every page. He compares himself
to a conflicted adolescent trying to resolve his views
about a difficult parent.

The battle between them is intense, and mostly in
Weber's mind. He writes sometimes as if he were indicting
a Nazi war criminal, rather than describing acts of
petty narcissism. Balthus baffles and insults him.
Balthus is inscrutable and withholding. Balthus
forces him to breathe second-hand cigarette smoke.
Beneath the long list of complaints we sense Weber's
intense need for Balthus' love and approval. In the
end, their back and forth becomes quite boring, as
boring as listening to someone trapped by an internal
obsession, a repetitive psychic drama.

Somewhere in his nine-year odyssey, Weber lost crucial
perspective. The reader cannot trust him. If he had been
able to find a more objective voice, he might have
produced a fascinating essay about the emotional
hazards of writing biography; instead he provides
an abject example.

--

From another long review...

"For a long book, _Balthus_ is thin on fact. The only part
of the painter's life to be brought to life with any
conviction is his youth."

"But however untrustworthy the artist is made to seem, his
biographer is no model of objectivity."

"As the book wears on, Fox Weber's prose, weak at the best
of times, takes on a nearly rabid quality of
self-justifying rage."

"Fox Weber is not the first to have suspected (for example)
that the painter's depictions of little girls express an
unhealthy sexual interest. But this is not the only way of
looking at them. Janet Hobhouse, in her fine book of essays
on the nude in 20th-century art, _The Bride Stripped Bare_,
sees the pictures as reflections on themes of innocence
and experience. The fact that the enigma of Balthus's
pictures persists - the fact that the biographer can prove
not an iota of what he suspects - this is what truly enrages
Fox Weber. His complaint, finally, is not against Balthus,
but against art itself, for having the temerity to remain
open to differing views."

-----------------------------------------------------------




Book note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_ASHBERY, John. _Girls on the Run_  NY: FSG (1999).

Single book-length poem based loosely on the works of
"outsider" artist, Henry Darger, notorious for his
murals of nude little girls. Published in April 1999.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

7th December 1999

_Unions concerned at climate of complaint_

TEACHING unions are alarmed at the increasing number of
teachers whose careers are disrupted or ruined as the
result of false accusations by pupils.

Only a small proportion of the allegations that lead to
suspension are upheld, according to the National
Association of Schoolmasters and Union of Women Teachers.
In 1997 and 1998, the union dealt with allegations against
271 teachers considered serious enough to justify calling
in a solicitor. Of those, nine teachers were convicted and
one cautioned. Many of those cleared had difficulty
returning to work.

Roger Darke, South West regional secretary of the NASUWT,
said: "We have members whose lives are wrecked by this.
Teachers go through trauma for months before they can prove
their innocence."

Teachers can still face disciplinary action even though
they have been found not guilty in court. Mr Darke said:
"The standard of proof in disciplinary proceedings is less
than in a court of law, so a person can be cleared by a
court and still face an uncertain future.

"Pupils know that if a teacher disciplines them, quite
properly, all they have to do is make an allegation and it
has to be investigated."

Vince Allen, principal officer for the National Union of
Teachers in the South West, said: "In the past ten years
teachers have felt increasingly concerned that any gesture
they make and any move they make or any contact can easily
be misconstrued as assault. It has led to the situation
where there has been a very significant increase in the
number of teachers suspended while such matters are
investigated."

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_PE teacher quits over his affair with prefect_

A TEACHER at a leading independent school has
resigned after admitting an affair with a girl prefect.

Paul E, 33, left his job as a PE teacher at Wells
Cathedral School, Somerset, after being confronted by the
headmaster over allegations that he was having a
relationship with Hannah D, 17. The school said
yesterday that Miss D, who was studying A-levels in
economics, geography and theatre studies, would not be
returning in the Lent term.

Miss D was sent home to Dorchester while the school
considered her future. Disciplinary procedure was completed
yesterday, the last day of term. It was agreed with her
family that she should not return.

The affair is believed to have begun last June when
teachers and pupils attended the school's annual summer
ball. It carried on through the summer holiday and into
the new academic year.

In 1996, two male teachers were the subject of a police
and social services child protection investigation. There
were no charges and an inquiry cleared them.

The school has 755 pupils and charges sixth form boarders
12,000 UKP a year.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK headline:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

Curbs on visits to paedophiles have been introduced by
the Prison Service.

   [ No further information on this. ]

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK headline:
-----------------------------------------------------------

12th December 1999

_LARA CROFT HQ IN POLICE RAID_

Police have raided the famous HQ of world-famous computer
games idol Lara Croft after one of the company's whizz-kids
was arrested on child-sex charges.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Greece:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_TV host charged for playing sex tape to the nation_

ATHENS, Greece -- The host of a television current
affairs program was charged with slander today for airing a
home video of a well-known pop singer and a teen-age girl
having sex, reports said.

Makis Triantafilopoulos broadcast the grainy video Sunday
on his show "Kytrinos Typos," or "Yellow Press," and
claimed it was justified to expose alleged abuses of star
power on young fans.

The singer, Stephanos Korkolis, 39, was engaged to the
girl, who was reportedly 14 years old at the time of
the video.

Greek law is vague on consensual sex with minors if they
are engaged to be married. No complaints have been filed by
the girl or her parents.

The girl's face was not visible on the tape, made at least
three years ago. Triantafilopoulos said he obtained it from
an associate of the singer.  The ballads of Korkolis are
especially popular with young fans. He also wrote the anthem
for the Special Olympics.

The video was presented as television journalism. But many
viewers saw it as a nationwide peep show that has confirmed
the downward trajectory of Greek television from restrictive
to raucous to just plain seedy.

"This is television cannibalism," said the Athens
Journalists Union, which includes print and broadcast
journalists.

Dimitris Tsatsos, a professor of constitutional law, told
the daily Ta Nea that "the strength of the market
distinguishes itself again as being above the law."

Up until a decade ago, Greek airwaves were controlled by
staid and predictable state broadcasting. The advent of
private television brought a wave of new fare: Latin
American soap operas, silly game shows and a populist
American style of reporting in which any gripe, family
spat or crank could get national attention.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Canada:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_Ontario moves to track paedophiles_

TORONTO -- Police across Ontario will soon be able to
track pedophiles as they move from one community to
another using a province wide registry.

Legislation introduced by the province Thursday would
require paedophiles to register with the police within
15 days of their release from prison.

Paedophiles would also be required to update their
addresses every year, or any time they move. Failure to
do so, or providing false information, could result in
a $25,000 fine or up to one year in jail.

The information would be placed in a sex offender
registry, the first province wide list of its kind in
Canada, and would be made available only to police.

Critics say a registry would do little and the government
should be spending more money on prevention.

Currently, police rely on the Canadian Police Information
Centre for information on a person's criminal record.
However, the information isn't always up to date since
criminals no longer under supervision are not obliged to
tell officials they have moved.

The bill is expected to pass before the Christmas
holiday.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_Dr Laura's porn claims dismissed by judge_

An Orange County Superior Court judge on Wednesday
dismissed a $1 million slander suit filed by radio talk
show host Dr. Laura Schlessinger against a Costa Mesa surf
shop owner.

Schlessinger had accused Beach Access owner Tom Moore of
calling her a liar when he publicly denied her on-air
accusation that he provided pornographic materials to
children who patronized his store.

Judge John Watson granted the dismissal motion filed under
California's SLAPP statute, which protects the free speech
rights of individuals commenting on a matter of public
concern.

"When false and injurious statements are made about you on
the radio, it is fair to set the record straight and deny
those statements without being attacked by the originator
of the message, Dr. Schlessinger," Paul Rafferty, who
represented Moore, said in a press release Wednesday.

In July, Schlessinger and her son went shopping at the
Beach Access store in South Coast Plaza, Costa Mesa. She
saw a copy of a *Big Brother Skateboarding* magazine in a
pile of reading material provided by the store for
waiting customers. Schlessinger alleged she confronted the
manager, told him the magazine contained 'pornography'.

The next day on the air, Schlessinger falsely accused
Beach Access and Scheiber of proudly and intentionally
providing pornography to children. After her comments,
Moore and his store were deluged by angry parents and
business suffered.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Security software:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_New product guarantees online anonymity_

Zero-Knowledge Systems will unveil an online privacy tool
Monday to let Net users conceal their true identities.
And just like the company's name implies, it won't know who
they are, either.

Under a limited release of 10,000 copies per week,
Zero-Knowledge's Freedom [ http://www.freedom.net/ ] allows
users to create pseudonyms to surf the Web, register at
sites, send email, post to newsgroups and chat. But online
shoppers, who give up droves of personal information,
probably won't use the current version of Freedom because
most e-commerce sites rely on credit cards for payment and
a physical addresses to deliver products.

Many people who use the Net to express opinions, meet
people, and collect articles and music think they are
acting anonymously. But the fact is that their Internet
service providers can keep track of them, as can Web sites
that employ technologies such as cookies consumers are
routinely asked to hand over their names, ages, home
addresses, incomes, credit card numbers and details
about their shopping habits. Many comply, adding to
data repositories that make it possible for companies to
build profiles of people, track their online activities
with greater accuracy, and target them with Web advertising.

But for those who want to surf the Net incognito,
Montreal, Canada-based Zero-Knowledge is about to offer one
of the most advanced privacy protection tools.

Most products on the market today, such as tools offered
by Enonymous [http://www.enonymous.com/] and Novell's
Digitalme [http://www.digitalme.com/] , are
personal-information managers that let Net users create
various profiles with home or business information that can
be used to automatically fill in Web registration forms.
Lucent Technologies' ProxyMate [http://www.proxymate.com/]
also lets people fill in online forms using their true
identities or aliases.

But with Freedom, users' online activities are encrypted
and routed through a globally distributed network of
servers that make it impossible to know where users are
physically located or who they really are. To ensure that
people's actual identities are not linked to their Freedom
pseudonyms, they will buy $10 tokens and cash them in for
"nyms." So all Zero-Knowledge ever knows about a person is
that he or she purchased a token, according to the company.
"Zero-Knowledge has no data that can be used to compromise
a user's privacy," said Austin Hill, the company's
president.

Zero-Knowledge Systems, which has raised $14 million in
venture capital, also won't be hindered by White House
encryption export controls.

The U.S. rules require licenses for the strong encryption
products, and the FBI is constantly lobbying for so-called
key-recovery features that could give them access to a
person's private key to unlock their encrypted data.

Law enforcement and powerful intellectual property
owners -- such as the record and music industries -- don't
want Net users to be completely anonymous because obviously,
that makes them harder to bust if they are suspected of
trafficking pirated material or committing other Net-based
crimes.

"I'm not worried about it. We're not exporting or building
encryption [from within] the United States," Hill said. "We
took an active stance to educate law enforcement [such as]
the Department of Justice. Generally the conversation is:
'Can you build in a backdoor?' and we say 'No.'"

If presented with a subpoena, however, Zero-Knowledge can
shut off a pseudonym if it's being used to allegedly commit
crimes.

--

_ZKN's Freedom will launch Monday_

Though Freedom's been the buzz of the Canadian press and
privacy advocates for months, consumers may very well
ignore Zero-Knowledge altogether because it's a complicated
sell and Zero Knowledge is charging for it. But that's not
to say that savvy corporate users won't happily pay to keep
their online activities shielded. Either way, the
introduction of the new technology is sure to change the
way we think about how online personal information is used.

What Freedom will do is let users conduct their online
activities -- whether they're visiting Web sites, sending
email, or venting their spleen in discussion groups --
without leaving a digital footprint or revealing their
identities. The software empowers computer users, who get
to choose who finds information about them and where
they've been online, Zero-Knowledge claims.

Although it's already available for purchase online,
Zero-Knowledge plans to officially announce Freedom's
availability next week. The company will sell Freedom from
its Web site for $49.95. That price includes five "nyms,"
or digital pseudonyms, that let users control what personal
information is associated with different online activities.
Nyms expire after 12 months and must be renewed for a fee.
Additional nyms are available for $10 per year, per nym,
the company says.

Given most consumers' awareness of online privacy issues,
Zero-Knowledge appears to be getting off on the wrong foot
by choosing to introduce its technology as a downloadable
product. The company contends, however, that its technology
is so important that even if it bombs as a consumer
offering, it will eventually become a basic part of the
Internet's infrastructure.

For now, analysts say that the average consumer -- while
concerned about online privacy -- probably will not
comprehend what Freedom does, let alone shell out $50 for
it.

Confident that its technology is a killer application,
Zero-Knowledge is seeking a second round of funding, about
$20 million. It's talking to "top-tier" venture firms,
Zero-Knowledge President Austin Hill says. The company's
last round of funding, totaling $12 million, came from
several investors, including Platinum Venture Partners,
Aragon Ventures, and Strategic Acquisition Ventures.
With potential new funding and additional VC clout, the
company plans to step up its search for a brand-name,
headline-grabbing CEO, a post currently held by the
company's chairman, Mr. Hill's father Hammie.

Zero-Knowledge's Freedom is designed to allow users to set
up untraceable digital identities called "nyms." These
identities help users control the disclosure of personal
information as well as information about the user's
computer and IP address. What makes the program different
from other Net privacy applications is that Zero-Knowledge
officials insist that even the program can't determine who
is behind a given pseudonym.

Here's why the company is so sure its code can't be
cracked. (Put on your propeller hat.) Freedom encrypts data
using public algorithms -- such as Triple DES and Blowfish
-- that many consider impenetrable. "They went out of their
way to get public domain encryption technology so that
privacy advocates would trust them," says Mike Santer, a
general partner at Platinum Venture Partners (which has
been rolled into Divine Interventures).

With public key encryption, each person gets a public key
(which is published) and a private key (which is kept
secret). If messages are encrypted using the intended
recipient's public key, then only the recipient's private
key can decrypt those messages.

Freedom's encryption starts at a 128-bit key length -- even
stronger than the 56-bit key Data Encryption Standard that
was developed by IBM (NYSE: IBM) and adopted by the United
States government. Freedom encrypts user data, which are
sent through a minimum of three independent servers around
the world on the Freedom Network to make the data's sender
nearly impossible to trace.

As data travels to each server, servers only know where it
immediately came from and where it goes next. Therefore,
even an ISP trying to monitor the data flow could never
know its ultimate destination or the original sender, the
company says. Famous cryptographer Ian Goldberg,
Zero-Knowledge's chief scientist, is credited for Freedom's
complex design.

The technology is so good, Mr. Hill says, that the Russian
and Chinese governments are considering banning Freedom,
which they believe may be used to shield people involved in
illegal activity. The USA's FBI recently met with Zero-
Knowledge to ask whether the technology has a back door
that might let law enforcement officials trace messages
from suspected criminals. It doesn't, Mr. Hill says.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Security news:
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December 1999

_Cell Phone Crypto Penetrated_

Israeli researchers have discovered design flaws that allow
the descrambling of supposedly private conversations
carried by hundreds of millions of wireless phones.

Alex Biryukov and Adi Shamir describe in a paper to be
published this week how a PC with 128 MB RAM and large hard
drives can penetrate the security of a phone call or data
transmission in less than one second.

The flawed algorithm appears in digital GSM phones made by
companies such as Motorola, Ericsson, and Siemens, and used
by well over 100 million customers in Europe and the United
States. Recent estimates say there are over 230 million
users worldwide who account for 65 percent of the digital
wireless market.

Although the paper describes how the GSM scrambling
algorithm can be deciphered if a call is intercepted,
plucking a transmission from the air is not yet practical
for individuals to do.

James Moran, the fraud and security director of the GSM
Association in Dublin, says that "nowhere in the world has
it been demonstrated --an ability to intercept a call on
the GSM network. That's a fact... To our knowledge there's
no commercial hardware capable of intercepting."

The GSM Association, an industry group, touts the standards
as "designed to conform to the most stringent standards of
security possible from the outset [and] unchallenged as the
world's most secure public digital wireless system."

Not any more.

Shamir says the paper he co-authored with a Weizmann
Institute of Science colleague in Rehovot, Israel,
describes a successful attack on the A5/1 algorithm, which
is used for GSM voice and data confidentiality. It builds
on the results of previous attempts to attack the cipher.

"It's quite a complex idea, in which we fight on many
fronts to accumulate several small improvements which
together make a big difference, so the paper is not easy to
read or write," Shamir, a co-inventor of the RSA public
key crypto system in 1977.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Security news:
-----------------------------------------------------------

09 Dec 1999 15:13:00 GMT

_Digital signatures 'spoofing' revealed -- security firm
says BT's Trustwise digital signature technology can be
tricked_

The document digitally signed by the Secretary for the
Department of Trade and Industry Wednesday can be easily
fooled, or "spoofed", according to British security and
software development firm Skygate.

On Thursday Skygate posted a Web page claiming to show how
the verification of a signature can be forged using simple
HTML and JavaScript. On the page, Skygate argued that a
user who is not overly cautious can be fooled into thinking
that any signature has been authenticated by BT's Trustwise
service. In actual fact the spoofing method transports them
to a different BT Trustwise page that did originally
authenticate a signature.

Skygate says a simple way to avoid this sting is to disable
JavaScript in a browsers preferences.

Neil Barrett, security specialist at Information Risk
Management, believes however that for the
security-conscious user this shouldn't be a particular
threat.  But according to Barrett, there is another very
simple way in which the Trustwise verification system
could be unscrupulously exploited. "Another way is to
register another very similar name. The system is obviously
not clever enough to do name mapping." This means that by
misspelling or adding an initial to a name it might be
possible to fool someone into thinking the digital
signature belongs to an entirely different individual or
organisation.

Skygate's Trustwise compromise comes just a day after the
digital signature technology's public endorsement by the
Department of Trade and Industry secretary Stephen Byers.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Book review:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Lo's Diary_  By Pia Pera, Foxrock, 292 pp, $22.95.

Once in a while, against all odds and for no clear reason,
a great book becomes a best-seller. But there has been no
American novel this century that can match the level of
popular success, critical celebration, and outright
entrenchment in the modern cultural vocabulary as Vladimir
Nabokov's* Lolita*. Stuffed full of recondite allusions and
difficult trilingual puns, self-consciously devoid of
erotica's knee-jerk rhythms and cliches, the story of
Humbert Humbert and his impossible love for a 12-year-old
girl is both as aesthetically dazzling and as freshly
shocking today as it was on publication in 1955.

How is this possible? While other landmark novels whose
sexual frankness created a sensation -- John Updike's
*Rabbit, Run*, say, or Philip Roth's* Portnoy's Complaint
*-- now seem sort of musty and quaint, why does 45-year-old
*Lolita* continue to retain its glamour? Part of the answer
lies in an apparently irresistible compulsion on the part
of admiring authors to rewrite it. This year alone, at
least four works of fiction have been published that owe
traceable debts to Nabokov's novel. They tend to fall into
two categories: Most are either comic, in the spirit of
Stanley Kubrick's 1961 film version of *Lolita*, like Emily
Prager's *Roger Fishbite *and Lee Siegel's *Love in a Dead
Language*, both published in March; or they are
reverentially somber, in the manner of the 1997 Adrian Lyne
film, like A.N. Wilson's novel *Dream Children*, published
last August. None of these books, it hardly seems necessary
to say, come close to gaining the rapturous linguistic
heights or the mood of antic tragedy in the original novel.

Another recent and highly publicized retelling, _Lo's
Diary_, written by an Italian journalist and short-story
writer named Pia Pera, is probably the most execrable
version ever to hit the stores. If it were not for the fact
that its publication sparked a skirmish with Nabokov's son
Dmitri over copyrights -- a legal battle that is, as in so
many cases like this, far more compelling than the work
under dispute -- it's unlikely that Pera's novel, a work of
fairly astounding ineptitude, would ever have gotten much
attention at all.

*Lo's Diary* demonstrates little appreciation for the
felicities of Nabokov's book and less evidence that its
author knows much about writing a novel in the first place.
It reads as if the author, having masterminded her gimmick
of telling Humbert's story from Lolita's point of view (a
ploy that Prager also uses, by the way, in *Roger
Fishbite*), pretty much figured that her work here was
done. She clumsily changes a few names: Dolores Haze,
Lolita's real name, becomes Dolores Maze; her mother,
Charlotte, becomes Isabel; Humbert Humbert here is Humbert
Guibert; the town where Humbert comes to stay as a lodger
at the Maze home, Ramsdale in Nabokov's novel, is now
Goatscreek; Clare Quilty, Humbert's nemesis and Lolita's
rescuer, becomes (inanely) Gerry Sue Filthy; and so on.
There is a bit of invention involving Lolita's sadistic
nature (she tortures a pet hamster and remains spitefully
unrepentant, despite the protestations of Celeste, the
righteous family maid) and a rather lame attempt to
improvise some action at the end, just after *Lolita*
escapes from Humbert, but on the whole the novel's plot is
doggedly faithful to the original.

This is not to suggest, however, that *Lo's Diary* has any
of *Lolita*'s breathtaking momentum. Where Nabokov used
Humbert's countrywide road trip with his captive nymphet to
give a brilliant slide show of postwar America in all its
exhilaratingly kitschy glory, Pera's version is monotonous
beyond measure, ticking off towns and motels like an
auto-club guidebook. In *Lolita*, the sexual encounters are
sad, poetic, and obscene (despite the fact that the author
uses coarse language in one instance only, when he uses the
French word *souffler*), but in *Lo's Diary *they are
repetitive and explicit, with the unintended effect of
making even as incendiary a subject as pedophilia seem
tediously mundane.

Worse still is Pera's attempt to evoke Lolita's voice.
Self-aggrandizing, self-pitying, callous, calculating,
pseudointellectual, greedy, bullying, and unbearably
sanctimonious, this nymphet sounds a lot more like a
hard-bitten divorcee than a disenfranchised child. Pera has
stated in interviews that one of her goals in writing *Lo's
Diary *was to give this powerless victim her chance to
speak; she claims to have read many diaries by girls
written during the period -- the late 1940s -- when
Nabokov's book takes place. Here, though, is just one
example of Pera's rendering of her heroine's resolutely
unchildlike voice:

"Finally I say O.K., O.K., let's go on with the hotels and
the prix-fixe menus and lots of screwing. What's the
difference, in the end? Isn't it as good a way as any of
passing this shitty time from now till I'm eighteen? Isn't
it obvious that ultimately all of us are born into the
prison of childhood, and freedom doesn't come till later,
after we've sweated our way into it?"

Well, no, actually, it's not obvious at all. Neither, for
the record, does Ann Goldstein's tin-eared translation from
the Italian do Pera's book any favors, repeatedly using
contemporary expressions like "grossed out" and "he goes"
(for "he says"), which no adolescent in 1946 would have
recognized. The most playfully Nabokovian aspect of *Lo's
Diary*, in fact, may be Pera's perversity in forcing a
thoroughly American Dolores Haze to speak in Italian, then
torturing her speech back into English, so that imprisoned
little Lo's voice is doubly lost in translation.

"This book is about *Lolita*," Humbert says at one point
in Nabokov's novel. It is Pia Pera's biggest folly that she
has naively, even somewhat touchingly, believed him, for he
is one of modern literature's most outrageous liars. The
truth, of course, is that *Lolita* is about many things,
very few of which have anything to do with the nymphet
herself, whom even lovesick Humbert calls "a most
exasperating brat," "a disgustingly conventional little
girl," and "not as intelligent a child as her IQ might
suggest." *Lolita *is about Humbert's solipsism ("What I
had madly possessed was not she, but my own creation,
another fanciful *Lolita* -- perhaps, more real than
*Lolita*"). It's about mutability and age, loss and exile,
and perhaps, above all, it's about language. *Lolita *was
Nabokov's third book written in English (he had previously
published 11 distinguished works of fiction in his native
Russian), and he was clearly as besotted here with the
expansive possibilities of American speech as Humbert was
besotted with nymphets.

One of the more interesting features of the copyright
battle between Pia Pera and Dmitri Nabokov specifically
addressed this subject. While *Lolita *will not be in the
public domain until the year 2050, an argument was made on
Pera's behalf that it should nevertheless be free of
copyright restrictions because, in the words of the
*Washington Post* editorial page, it has "come inescapably
into common consciousness." In his resentful preface to
*Lo's Diary*, Dmitri Nabokov asks: "Is *Lolita* to pay this
price because it is too good, too famous?... Are icons of
popular culture -- *Star Wars* perhaps -- to be made
subject to plundering by free riders because they have
entered the common consciousness?"

I would argue that with Pera's book, we have gotten the
*Lolita* rip-off we deserve. That we have chosen to worship
the plot of Nabokov's novel at the expense of its artistry
says a lot about the direction of our "common
consciousness." Making that choice invites the
inevitability that Pera, or someone like her, will
eventually try to spin that worship into a saleable
gimmick, copyright or no copyright. It doesn't matter that
*Lo's Diary *is wretchedly written, or that its heroine is
someone you'd sooner push out of a moving car than attempt
to fondle. A clever idea, according to the common
consciousness, is all that passes now for artistic
contribution.

The lesson of *Lo's Diary* is a lesson in literary
deregulation. 45 years ago, it took a genius to shock the
socks off a gullible American audience; now, this is a game
that anybody can play. Because of bad reviews and a
generally negative buzz, Pera's book won't sell many copies
or remain in print for long. But as the symptom of a wider
phenomenon, her book has lasting significance, because now
more than ever the door is wide-open for an endless stream
of lousy, gimmick-driven fiction. "I take *Lolita* out of
Nabokov's world," Pera said proudly in an interview
published in the *New York Observer*. And chances are that
nothing in our cheap, lurid, giddy common consciousness is
going to bring her back.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Research update:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

In the last ASGL-L news cuttings posting, it was reported:

>_Earlier sex trend for girls_
>
>29th November 1999
>
>Girls are growing up faster and having sex at an earlier
>age, new research suggests.
>
>A survey undertaken by Edinburgh University found 37.5
>percent of the 15 year olds surveyed claimed they had
>already had sexual intercourse, compared to 26.5 percent
>in 1990.
>
>The University undertook the research for the Health
>Education Board for Scotland.  One interesting factor
>which emerged was that those not interested in sport
>tended to be the ones having underage sex.

"I should like to draw your attention to the fact that the 1990 sample
was not representative (over-representation of independent school
pupils for instance) so while the increase in sexual activity from
26.5% to 37.5% of 15 year old girls between 1990 and 1998 appears
dramatic *the true increase is less*. Independent school girls are
less likely to be sexually active (or perhaps rather - less likely
to reveal that sexual activity to researchers, or to have better
access to the means to ensure they have concealed such activity -
larger houses, more pocket money, etc) than their state school
counterparts which is more to do with their upper middle-class and
educational aspirations than the type of school they go to.

Consequently if the 1990 data had truly represented the Scottish
school population the proportion of sexually active girls would
have been greater than 26.5%.

Participating schools were asked to select a "mixed ability" class
in the appropriate year group to take part in the survey.  All
pupils present in the class on the day of the survey were required
to complete a long questionnaire (dealing with a host of different
"social and personal education" topics, not just sexual activity)
anonymously in the classroom under the supervision of a teacher."

---------------------------------------------------------------------
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'Daveboy' writes
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

A little anecdote...

This week at the youth club where I help out, I was playing cards
with a group of  8 - 9 year old girls (4 of them)... they were
getting tired of the game and the one next to me asked if I
knew any other card games we could play. Without thinking ,
I mumbled under my breath... "How about Strip Poker?"

The two girls opposite started giggling, but the asked looked
puzzled and said " How do you play that?"

"I'm only kidding!" I said, and tried to change the subject before
all the giggling attracted the attention of the other helpers.

But she persisted..." How do you play it?... What's funny?"

One of the girls opposite explained that "you played cards and the one
who lost had to take off something each time, until everyone was naked!"
... I was still trying to shut them up and start another game of
something but was really pleased when the one next to me said " That's
brilliant!! - can we play it?... please!... PLEEEASE!!!" .. then they
ALL started up... " Yes!...please ...PLEEEASE!!"...

God... I just wished we had been playing cards somewhere else and I
could have granted their wish but I had to tell them to quieten
down... "Look".. I said..  "If we weren't here then... well...
maybe..."

I decided to shut up before I said too much... and started another
card game. The point is... I wasn't trying to coheres them into doing
something... They WANTED to play 'Strip Poker'... to them it sounded
like FUN! ( and I'm SURE it would have been!!......)

Ah well... another place - another time...(Hopefully!)

--

Someone mentioned 'Lucid Dreaming'... does this mean 'knowing that you
ARE dreaming, whilst IN a dream?'...'caus if it does, I do it quite
often, but I didn't know what it was called!

I have had some fantastic nights, trouble is, I usualy wake up just as
I'm about to take advantage of the situation. As soon as I realize that
I AM dreaming... I quickly start to look for an LG.

I'm usually somewhere like a shopping centre, but, knowing that I'm
only dreaming... I don't care!... I just find an LG as fast as poss
and 'get to work'... BTW, In my dreams, there is never any force...
they are always 'only too willing' to oblige!

...sometimes it takes a few moments of desperate searching
to find a 'cute' one, but I know that I've got to be quick, as I could
wake up at any moment... and that kind of 'spoils' the experience.
Sometimes I manage to get the deed completed, in which case I wake up
feeling really great... but if I wake up too soon... 8-((

--

'buitenlander'wrote.

> My dream Christmas present? To be able to speak about my feelings in a
> public place and not get persecuted for it.

I can think of a better one!!.. but I DO agree with yours...
It's ever more frustrating for us, not being able to talk to anyone
'Face to Face' about our situation.

Others on this list have mentioned that they HAVE told someone
but I can't imagine how on earth they can do that.. if it wasn't
for ASGL and anon e-mail etc, I would still be in denial.

I eagerly look forward to the day when we can all meet up... if ever 8-(

--

'Brother Chubba' wrote

> I wanted to start a public rally for Paedo Pride
> Day this year but obviously this was impossible.  I would imagine a lot of
> people would be required to maintain some level of safety from Arsehole
> members of the public.  I also wanted to do a flyposting campaign like
> someone else whose name escapes me.

Nice to see you're still about Brother Chubba!

Maybe we could do MORE for PPDay 2000, I also like the flyposting angle.

  [ Flyposters take too much time and hassle to put up.  Large self-
    adhesive stickers (with a strong bond) which print in an inkjet
    at two-to-a-sheet, might be better ? ]

In recent years, I've sent mailings to many of the national newspapers
but never seen anything in them about PPDay, so I guess they just bin
the stuff.

Could we start some kind of discussion with ideas for 'PPDay 2000' on here?

Bye For Now,

'Daveboy' (40's)
------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Spike' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

I haven't written for a while... due in large part of my new job...
working is such a drag!... but we all have to do it... :(  anyways...
I wanted to write the group and update them on what's going in my life.

As you all know ( or at least some of you) I live with a divorced father and
her 7 yr old daughter. I take care of his daughter while he is at work and
vice versa (we work shifts) which works out good. The only thing now
is that she is gone most of the time I am gone because she is in school. I
like to come home in the morning and as dad is rushing out of the door I get
to wake up my little darling. I wake her up, give her her bath, pick out what
she wants to wear, get dressed and then I feed her breakfast and I walk her
out to the bus... every morning! I love it, on the weekends, her dad still
works so when I come in I get in bed with her and sleep right there with
her... she wakes me up around 9 and we play some games and we nap all day
together. When dad comes in around 7 I get to sleep uninterrupted all
night...

I was listening to "Dr. Laura" on talk radio... for those of you who don't
know who she is, she is a proffessional 'personality' who talks to people
that call in and have to make moral and ethical decisions and she gives
her opinion  on what she thinks about certain situations.

   [ 'Family values' talk show host how has began the attack on the
     Rind report, and who recently got slapped down by the courts
     (see latest press-cuttings digest) for making false accusations
     about a skateboard shop 'showing porn to kids'. ]

One thing that was said got my attention. A father called in yesterday. The
father had gotten a divorce and moved away from his family. The mother had
remarried and now the 11 yr old girl wants the step-fathers last name. The
father was disturbed that she wanted his last name and called Dr Laura for
advice on how to handle the situation. The response was not important but it
was a fax that came in that she read that got me here it is... not exactly
the it was written but the idea is there:

"Dr. Laura... I am 59 yrs old and I was in the same situation as this 11 yr
old girl is in. Sometimes as I hear about these things that happen like
this, the painful memories come back to me even after 48 yrs! When my father
left me I felt that I was not loved, and could not be loved by any males
whatsoever. This affected me through my teenagers, as I was a loner and I
couldn't get a date. When I finally did find my true love... it took me
forever just to get a date with him and I felt was so unworthy to have his
love and this frustrated him and I had to finally break down and tell him
what had happened with my father. He helped me to work through it.  Tell
that father to get back to his daughter as quick as he can! Love her, and be
with her and enjoy her company... it will do wonders for the daughter and for
himself."

Can you see what I am talking about here?? I hope so...

'Spike'
------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Fruitcake Boy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------


I am asking Ianthe to remove me from this list. For my own reasons, I
no longer wish to subscribe.

My (possibly) final words: You only have so many days to live. Spend
them on things you love, the things that are worthwhile. When you die
(as we all will), a party, or time with a friends, will seem better
spent than extra studying or overtime at work. As Mr. Keating says
in "The Dead Poets Society": "But drama, poetry, beauty, romance, and
love; these are what we stay alive for."

Good Luck,

'Fruitcake Boy'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'D.A.' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello everyone,down to business.

'Brother Chubba' wrote;

>The group has discussed changing the word Paedophile many times over the
>years (I've read the archives) so please forgive us if we can't be
>bothered to discuss it again. Not that I mean anything nasty mind. In
>regards to your opinions on the media saying "Convicted Pedophile", I
>think this is VERY annoying, you wouldn't call a rapist a "Convicted
>Heterosexual" would you? GRRRR!

Point taken, but I have only been in the group a few months and am trying
to undo a lifetime's brainwashing by the media here, that is why I raised
the issue. I am very sorry if I offended you or anyone else in the group.
I'll check out the archives. (subject closed)

'D.A.'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Yuri' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

>'Desire' wrote:
>'Yuri' wrote:
>> I wouldn't have considered you a "Dark Side paedo"
>> back then either because as soon as she said "no" you
>> stopped immediately and didn't do anything again until
>> years (?) later when she initiated renewed sexual
>> contact.
>
>In my opinion there is more to it than just stopping when she says no.
>In the first place, you also have to take steps to at least make it
>likely that she WILL say no if she does not like it. She must accept
>what you do because she likes what you do, not because she is afraid
>to lose you, because she has learned to do what she's told or because
>she is simply shy. In the second place, you will have to not get
>beyond what she can understand and manage.

Agreed 100%.

To Padawan:  Are you by any chance a Star Wars fan?

'Yuri'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Dalderious' writes
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Desire' wrote:
>Then the greatest shock - just as I had started
> working again, I heard that I had been 'found out'
> by the parents of Michaela and Alyson. And they did
> not take it well, not want their children to come
> over to my landlady (the children's grandmother) any
> more as long as I was there. Both me and my landlady
> tried to convince them otherwise, as I am rarely
> there when the girls are there (unfortunately), and
> when I am, their grandmother is there too so nothing
> unacceptable could happen anyway, but all to no
> avail. And because the girls are very fond of their
> grandmother (and also I do not want to drive a wedge
> in the family), there is no option left but to start
> looking for a new place to live.

Well, I must commend you on your choice. 'tis a sad
story, but you have chosen the best for all. If the
parents understand why you are leaving, even if they
hate you, they may just become a little more receptive
that you actually care about the children. Maybe even
more than they do.

I was wondering what I would do if I was not allowed
to see Sarah anymore. Every time I think about it my
thoughts clash between extreme depression and
illogical radicalism. That is, the way to translate
the things that came up in my mind. All only involved
me, of course.

Even then, my first thought in imagining what I would
do, is being extremely sad. The thought of it almost
brings a tear to my eye. Yes, I almost never cry, and
tears are rarely existent in my life. I am not trying
to brag, if anything this is a bad trait. However,
when I feel my eyes swelling up, it can only mean that
I really care.

I do not know what you are going through, I only hope
that you take it well, and use this group as your
strength. That would be my way of helping myself, if
it came to that.

--

'Brother Chubba' wrote:
>>'Dalderious' wrote:
>> Why was that so important? (I know you didn't ask,
>> but I did!) Because, I was thinking to myself "if
>> this guy knew that I was a pedophile..." The most
>> striking thing about that was that, I, in my own
>> thoughts, referred to myself as a pedophile. I
>> wasn't too nervous about the word like I have been
>> in the past. It's as if I have passed some sort of
>> marker on the road. I actually feel better about
>> myself that I was open with myself. I have heard
>> this echoed by others. I can now mention my
>> liberation.

> Dalderious my friend, be PROUD of what you are and
> know that you are better and more intelligent than
> all those programmed robots that call themselves
> people.

Be proud? I don't see what there is to be proud about.
Not that the oposite is needed either. I thank you for
the compliment, however.

Generally, the need to say that you are better than
others comes from low self-esteem. I do not believe
that I have low self-esteem. I am happy with who I am,
though there are areas of my life that I would like to
improve.

I love LGs. I love almost all children. I will spend
time with them to make them happy. Why? Because that
makes me happy. I find that I cannot be happy when
another around me is not. I will berate myself and
ask, "How can I be happy while this person isn't?" I
consider that a good character trait. It just so
happens, that I find many LGs cute, and some very
attractive. In general, LGs are more receptive to
love, and show it back in a way that I can appreciate.
I am not proud of this. It is a fact of life. That it.
Yet, a happy fact of life.

I do not mean to belittle your comment. I just want to
say what I feel. I hope that you understand.

--

This is beginning to really bother me. I hadn't seen
Rachel in three weeks, and finally, I saw her today.
'Twas only for a moment though. I happened to be
somewhere that she had gone with her sisters, and she
was on her way out. Right before she left with her
sisters (I had not seen them yet) she found me through
a glass window and smiled. I was terrified to go
directly to her. The place was well populated and
there were too many people around. Too many people
that I don't know too well. So, I smiled, and went in
a round about way to where she was standing. She
wasn't there any longer. :( Next I saw her, she was
leaving with her sisters. Of course she smiled at me
again, and I smiled but walked away.

It makes me so sad that I can never see her alone.
Even if only to say that I like when she smiles at me.
For all I know, she is wondering why I seem to avoid
her. And if I tell her within earshot of another, I
may never see her again. I am forced with a dilemma as
to who I care for more. Me, in that I will not put
myself in jeopardy of never seeing her again, or her,
in that I should at least acknowledge her efforts,
even if it may be the last time. True, I have even
tried making myself believe that by her not seeing me,
I would be hurting her more, but I think that I give
myself too much credit.

She is a girl, as I have mentioned, that I met whilst
trying to make her smile. I have never played games
with her, spent too much time with her, or even talked
to her extensively. For a child whose attention span
is probably less than mine, I am awe-struck by the
amount of attention she has given me.

If anyone knows a way that I can let her know that I
care, and that I truly appreciate her attention, no
matter how small, please tell me. But it much be a
short method. I hope you understand.

--

On another note, I saw Rebecca again. She was walking
a younger brother somewhere, and waiting for an older
brother to walk home with. Lucky for me she waited
outside. I was nearby, and saw her through a glass
window (not the same as Rachel, but an awkward
coincidence none-the-less). I did not make any
advances. I just went right up to the window and
stared at her with a smile. She was smiling, and
didn't seem to get ready to scream at me. Maybe this a
first step.

At eight, she doesn't look as good as she used to. I
guess she hit her peak at four. :) I still like her.
She would always be friendly to me, and made me feel
great. I feel like reading her letter again.

--

I have spent some time over Sarah's house lately. It
is a strange world. They had some relative over and
some young kids. I had picked up the baby, who never
has seen me before, and he would even come to me while
others were holding him. Though he jumped a couple
times from me to others as well, he stayed by me
rather than go to his father. :-)

Once before I had been by their house when a different
relative was by. Everyone was showing attention to the
baby, so I completely ignored him/her (I forget). I
hate being just another person doing what everyone
else is doing (and expecting you to do). However, I
passed by the baby many times, and I most probably
smiled. In the end, once as I was passing, the baby
outreached his/her hands for me to pick him/her up.
People remarked about that, but I gave off the
impression that I am not too crazy about babies.

Well, this time, I paid attention to the baby. So, Sarah's
sister 10 (I think) said, "I didn't know that you like
babies." I answered, "Well, I like you, don't I?" She
was apparently embarrassed, as she turned around, and
Sarah made fun that she was turning red. I know that
she likes me somewhat, even though when I give her
attention sometimes she won't acknowledge it. She also
has those 'things' on her chest, while Sarah,
thankfully, does not. Then tend to only get in the
way.

Well, what goes around, comes around. Just the other
day, I was at the house again. I picked up a book
about written from a diary or the like, from a couple
hundred years ago (or something like that). I found a
chapter that started something like, "Life is hard
being married at twelve..." referring to the girl. I
asked out loud about getting married at a young age,
and a few made their comments. Remember, Sarah is
twelve.

I don't remember what she said, but she either went
though a list of who she would marry (i.e. her
brother, etc...) or her sister mentioned it to her,
and was asked about me. Although she smiled, she was
not red in my opinion, but her sister made sure to
tell her how red she was (turning).

Not much, but a start. :-)

'Dalderious'
------------------------------------------------------------------------




'The Fairy Knight' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all. It's bean a VERY long time since I posted, but I had an experience
recently that just has to be shared.

I managed to get a job in a pre-school on a volunteer basis. It has been
wonderful, especially since children that age are less, ah, inhibited
than they are a little older. But I digress. One day we were all sitting
and watching a movie. The most beautiful lg that I have ever laid eyes
on was sitting next to me. She had taken her shoes and socks off, who
know why. We were sitting in a corner in the back, so I was able to
caress her feet without anyone noticing. At one point I glanced over
and realized that she was doing the most amazing thing involving her
hands and that which is most forbidden! When she caught me looking, she
blushed and giggled, and very quickly moved her hands. I very studiously
avoided looking at her for the rest of the movie, and I could tell that
she had continued by watching out of the corner of my eye.

Friends, this happens but once in a lifetime, and I will never forget it.
I must confess though, standing up afterward was a very nervous affair!

'The Fairy Knight'
------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Bandersnatch' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here are some films on UK terrestrial/analogue TV over the Christmas period
that might be of interest to List members. ('ITV' is Carlton/LWT - regions
may vary.)

Sunday 19, 5.55pm - 7.25pm BBC2

BUGSY MALONE (dir: Alan Parker, 1976) with Jodie Foster. Unsuccessful
attempt to do an adult gangster movie as a musical with all-child cast. Paul
Williams scored. - 'Sir A.J.'

Monday 20, 7.35am - 9.30am C5

The SEA GYPSIES (1978, aka 'Shipwreck!') A father and his two daughters,
along with a reporter and a stowaway, set off to sail around the world.
During a bad storm they crash off the coast of Alaska. - 'PK1'

Monday 20, 9.00pm - 10.55pm C5

THREE FUGITIVES (Touchstone, 1989) Nick Nolte and Martin Short are bumbling
bank robbers and 6-year-old Sarah Rowland Doroff is Short's silent daughter
in this comedy. School uniform, panty flash, and a riotous scene in a girls'
dormitory. - 'Sir A.J.'

Wednesday 22, 3.00pm - 5.15pm BBC2

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD (1962; dir: Robert Mulligan) Harper Lee's classic
Southern melodrama about racism stars Gregory Peck as a lawyer. Scout his
young tomboy daughter is played by 9-year-old Mary Badham - 'Sir A.J.'.

Friday 24 (Christmas Eve), 1.05pm - 3.05pm BBC2

JANE EYRE (Dir: Franco Zeffirelli, 1996) Anna Paquin outstanding as the
young orphan Jane. You'll never forget the tragic 'haircut' scene. Charlotte
Gainsbourg as the grown-up heroine still breaks my heart. (She must be all
of 20!@?) - 'Sir A.J.'

Friday 24 (Christmas Eve), 12.35am - 2.50am ITV (i.e. early Christmas Day)

BEACHES (Touchstone pix, 1988). Bette Midler vehicle with an uncanny
lookalike (Mayim Bialik) playing the 12-year-old Bette in Atlantic City in
the opening flashback scenes. Bialik wears a leotard with fringe and is as
obnoxious and about as talented as the grown-up Bette. Her little friend
Hillary (Marcie Leeds) is quite cute. - 'Sir A.J.'

Saturday 25 (Christmas Day), 9.30am - 11.15am C4

ANDRE (1994) Family adventure starring Tina Majorino as a girl who adopts
the eponymous orphaned seal. (Unseen)

Saturday 25 (Christmas Day), 3.15pm - 5.10pm BBC2

WHITE CHRISTMAS (Paramount, 1954) Remake of 'Holiday Inn' with Danny Kaye
and Bing Crosby. Final number includes some charming young ballerinas in
tutus. Score by Irving Berlin. - 'Sir A.J.'

Sunday 26, 2.45pm - 4.15pm BBC1

MATILDA (1996) Great fun, and fine satire (from Roald Dahl), with Danny
DeVito and his wife Rhea Perlman as a couple of awful parents to little
dreamer Mara Wilson who reads so much she develops telekinetic powers. The
incredibly 'politically incorrect' sadistic dyke headmistress is a riot! -
'Sir A.J.'

Sunday 26, 1.35am - 3.20am C4 (i.e. early Monday)

The INNOCENTS (Directed by Jack Clayton, 20th cent Fox, 1961, B&W) This
classic psychological drama by Henry James, adapted by Truman Capote, is the
story of two innocent children, Flora (Pamela Franklin) and Miles (Martin
Stephens) whom their governess (Deborah Kerr) thinks are possessed by the
spirits of two dead servants from their English country estate. How could
such innocence be imbued with so much evil? Or is it all in Kerr's
hyperactive superstitious imagination? - 'Sir A.J.'

(There is also a new TV drama version of 'The Turn of the Screw' on ITV the
same day at 9.00pm.)

Monday 27, 11.05am - 12.45pm ITV

ESCAPE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN (1995) Twin orphans Anna and Danny flee a
millionaire who wants to put their magical powers to evil use. (Unseen -
sequel to 1975 film.)

Monday 27, 3.40pm - 5.00pm BBC1

The FLINTSTONES (1994) Live action version of the cartoon series. The
critics hated it, but I found it rather fun; the children (Pebbles and
Bambam) are played by two pairs of identical twins, but we don't see enough
of them.

Tuesday 28, 10.40am - 12.15pm ITV

FREAKY FRIDAY (Disney, 1995) Shelley Long and Gaby Hoffman switch
personalities in this remake of a 1975 film that originally starred Barbara
Harris and Jodie Foster. Annabel (Gaby), the Shady Grove Junior High school
diving champion, becomes afraid of heights. Great agonising slow shots of
her crawling up to the diving board in her bathing suit. - 'Sir A.J.'

Thursday 30, 1.15pm - 3.05pm ITV

The SECRET GARDEN (dir: Agnieszka Holland, Warner Bros, 1993) A film in at
least four versions, from the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett, the author
of 'A Little Princess'. This one has a nice 'getting dressed by the
servants' scene at the outset and the beautiful Kate Maberly as Mary Lennox,
in the main role. Favourite scene: hiding under the bed. - 'Sir A.J.'

Friday 31, 5.00pm - 7.00pm C4

The RAILWAY CHILDREN (1971, dir: Lionel Jeffries) Sweet, nostalgic look at
late-Victorian childhood. Three children make an art out of waving to
passing trains every day. From E. Nesbit's novel. With Jenny Agutter, Sally
Thomsett, and Bernard Cribbins. Sailor suits. - 'Sir A.J.' "My favourite
film is 'The Railway Children'- Phyllis (Sally Thomsett) still kills me!
She's so sweet. My first love ..." - 'Liddell7'

'Bandersnatch'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Flickorna' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hey there people. I haven't been able to keep up with ASGL that much lately
and I'm still behind in reading the latest mailings. But I have a few minutes
now and I'd like to use it to tell you that I've been coming across a lot of
publications lately that portray consensual child-adult in a positive light.

One of them is a now out-of-print book called _Public Sex - The Culture Of
Radical Sex_ by Pat Califia originally written in about 1994.

   [ I think copies are still available through her personal web-site ?
     It also has to excellent essays analysing the "turn" against
     child-adult relationships at the end of the 1970s in the USA. ]

I didn't get a chance to read it but by just skimming through it I could tell
that the author is very radical in her writings and supports those souls who
are brave enough to brake the age taboo in order to love a youth. Another cool
one was an underground magazine out of Wisconsin called Squirts or something.
It contained a narrative of about a ten year old girl slipping outside in the
nude one night, masturbating in her front yard, and climaxing while cars are
driving by. This magazine seems sort of radical also, but is also obviously
pro-child love. Also, "To adventure erotically with children is inseparable
from loving oneself and loving life." Was written inside on the back cover. And
on the outside of the back cover were the words "THIS IS NOT OBSCENE. THIS IS
BEAUTIFUL" and it showed a censored image of two nude children touching each
other playfully and sexually. It was cool. I showed it to one of my friends
and she couldn't believe that I was able to find that at the book store.

Another one is called Semiotext[e] USA (c) 1987. It's a book with many
different authors with many different subjects, but there were a few pages
that are worth mentioning. Three different pages were written by two men in a
California prison. One of them talked about David the bubble boy and said he
felt he had a lot in common with David because he just wants to touch and be
touched.

Lastly, I came across a book called Children & Sexuality written in
the UK. I'm still reading that one. It's seems cool. The author is very
progressive and honest.


  [ Randall, J. L.  Childhood and Sexuality - a radical Christian
    approach.  Pittsburgh.  Dorrance, 1992.  ISBN 0 8059 3284 4. ]

Well, that's all for now. I hope you are all doing well.

'Flickorna'
------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Aladdin Truelove' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello, friends. It's been a long, long time I've been lurking here. A lot
has happened in my life since mid-1998 when I last wrote. I have gone
through treatment for depression, moved, and have had two new jobs. My
career is looking great. But alas, no lg's in my life.

--

'Humbert II' wrote
>Interesting thing, I was at a Garage Sale and a guy
>gave me a dead 17" monitor, recently. He was wearing a shirt that had a
>stylized "LGL POWER" written across it. It made me think of the recent
>conversations regarding T-Shirts and Secret handshakes. This could be
>our version of the [gay men's] Rainbow flag.

That is really cool. Did you ask him about it? Will you stay in touch with him?

Back in April 1998 I suggested the Yellow Heart. The Yellow Heart is a
perfect symbol for us to recognize each other.

Why yellow?

  Yellow is the Easter lilies and daffodils.
  It is the warm sun on a summer day.
  It is blonde hair in the sunshine.
  Creativity, spontaneity, and fun are yellow.
  Yellow is a sign of our caution,
  But it is also for justice.

Best of all, it is ambiguous enough to wear.

Love to all

'Aladdin Truelove'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]



* USA: _'Fake' Child Porn Is Legal, Court Says_
* USA: _Mistrial Declared in Naughton Case - wider legal implications_
* USA: _ACLU to file suit against FBI_
* UK: _Passport Agency control of new Criminal Records Bureau halted_
* UK: _Home Office 'holding up report on police torture'_
* UK: _Restrictions on bail face human rights challenge_
* UK: _UK breached European human rights law in trial of children_
* USA: _Mom loses her appeal against branding as a 'child abuser'_
* USA: _Schools Push Anti-sex Propaganda_
* Eire: _Hotline Can't Answer Internet's Child Pornography Problem_
* Security: _PGP Encryption Software Granted Worldwide Export License_
* Security: _Secret IDs in Color Copies_
Art note
Magazine note




USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

December 18th 1999

_'Fake' Child Porn Is Legal, Court Says_

A federal appeals court in San Francisco struck down a
major section of the federal law against child pornography
Friday, ruling that the government cannot prohibit
computer-generated sexual images that only 'appear to be'
pictures of children.

Within hours of the court's decision, federal prosecutors
announced that because of the ruling, they would release
Patrick J. Naughton, a former Internet executive with
Walt Disney Co.'s Go.com site who was convicted on
Thursday of possessing child pornography. He is expected
to be released Monday.

The 2-1 decision by the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals, which has jurisdiction over federal courts in
California and eight other Western states, ruled that
applying the 1996 Child Pornography Protection Act
to "virtual pornography" would violate the Constitution.

"The 1st Amendment prohibits Congress from enacting a
statute that makes criminal the generation of images of
fictitious children engaged in imaginary but explicit
sexual conduct," Judge Donald W. Molloy wrote in the
court's opinion.

Molloy and Judge Sidney Thomas, who joined him in the
majority, argued against claims that even virtual
pornographic images could harm children by encouraging
pedophiles.

The two judges declared that the government has "no
compelling interest in regulating sexually explicit
materials that do not contain visual images of actual
children."

William Bennett Turner, a San Francisco attorney who
filed a friend-of-the court brief for the American Civil
Liberties Union challenging the statute, applauded
Friday's ruling. "The fact that Congress can regulate child
pornography does not mean that they can outlaw all kinds of
art and film and plain old pornography using adults who
appear to be young," Turner said.

The biggest concern now for law enforcement officials and
their allies is that the ruling places on the government
the burden of proving that an actual child was used in
creating pornographic images. That task is bound to become
increasingly difficult because modern graphics technology
makes computer generated images easy, law enforcement
officials said.

The court's ruling could thus threaten enforcement of all
child pornography laws "because if you can't tell when a
picture was generated by a Polaroid or a PC, there could be
reasonable doubt" on the side of a defendant in a criminal
trial, said Bruce Taylor, president and chief counsel of
the National Law Center for Children and Families in
Fairfax, Va.

Although computer-generated and computer-enhanced
child pornography remains fairly uncommon, the ruling all
but invites the creation of more such material because it
will now be legally protected in the western US, officials
said.

If computer-generated sexual images of children are
legal on the Internet, said Kevin Delli-Colli, director of
the U.S. Customs Service's Cyber-Smuggling Center in
Fairfax, Va., "it's going to put a big burden on law
enforcement."

But the judges in the majority said that to put the
burden of proof on the creators of the images would turn
1st Amendment law on its head.

"Synthetic" child pornography, as some call it, can be
created because of advances in computer technology,
experts said. Powerful graphics software such as Adobe
Photoshop is increasingly making its way into the hands
of everyday consumers. And millions of computer owners
now use their PCs to process and manipulate photos
taken on digital cameras.

"Even if the pedophile fools around with an image just
a little bit, it makes it that much more difficult for a
jury to determine whether you really have child porn," said
Bob Flores, vice president of the national law center.

But the court majority asserted that even under its
ruling, some types of virtual child pornography could still
be subject to prosecution. If "images are of an identifiable
child, the statute is enforceable because there is then
the potential for harm to a real child," Molloy wrote.

The essential problem with the law, he said, was
language making it a criminal offense to possess a picture
that "appears to be a minor" or "conveys the impression" of
a child. That language is so vague as to be constitutionally
void, the judges ruled.

The law would improperly allow "images that are, or can
be, entirely the product of the mind" to be the cause
for a criminal prosecution, Molloy wrote.

The law was challenged by the Free Speech Coalition,
a Chatsworth-based national trade association of
creators and purveyors of adult entertainment.

"I'm ecstatic," said Jeffrey Douglas, chairman of the Free
Speech Coalition's board of directors. "What's exciting is
it's a validation of a very important First Amendment
right."

H. Louis Sirkin, who represented the plaintiffs, said
"Nobody wants to be subject to a rule based on what
someone thinks someone looks like."

Also challenging the law were Bold Type Inc., an
Emeryville, Calif., publisher of a book "dedicated to the
education and expression of the ideals and philosophy
associated with nudism"; Ron Rafaelli, a California
photographer whose works include nude and erotic photos;
and Jim Gingerich, a New York artist who paints large
nudes.

The U.S. government now has the option of requesting
an "en banc" hearing on the issue, in which 11 judges
would consider the case and deliver a binding ruling.
The U.S. Justice Department did not return a call
Friday seeking comment.

[ Friday's ruling overturned a decision upholding the
1996 law by U.S. District Judge Samuel Conti in San
Francisco. The case is the Free Speech Coalition vs.
Janet Reno, No. 97-16536. ]

---------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

_Mistrial Declared in Naughton Case_

December 16th 1999

LOS ANGELES -- A mistrial was declared today on charges
that a former Internet executive met a teenage girl for
sex, but he was found guilty of possessing child
pornography.

 [ Note: he is to be released Monday - see the above story
   in this news-cuttings posting ]

After four days of deliberations, a U.S. District Court
jury failed to reach unanimous verdicts on charges that
Patrick Naughton, a former executive vice president at
Infoseek Corp. and the head of Walt Disney's online
projects, crossed state lines with intent to have sex with
a minor and used the Internet to set up the meeting.

However, Naughton was found guilty of possessing child
pornography. Federal agents involved in the sting claimed
they had found nine nude images of children on his
computer hard drive. Possession of child pornography is
classified as a 'violent crime' that calls for immediate
incarceration after a conviction.

During Naughton's trial last week, the prosecution called
in an expert who testified that three of the photographs
found on Naughton's computer depicted images of real
children. Sharon Girling, an officer with the National
Crime Squad in the United Kingdom, testified that three
photos found on Naughton's laptop when he was arrested were
know to the police. One was of Helen, 8 and her brother,
Gavin, 9. The photographs showed the children naked and
in one case their genitals could be seen.

Thom Mrozek, spokesman for the U.S. Attorney's Office in
Los Angeles, admitted it was possible that the rest of
the pictures that were contained on Naughton's laptop
could be "of adults that are made to look like children,"
in which case they may no longer be relevant as evidence
in the case.

 _Defense plans appeal_

Naughton's attorney, Donald Mark, said he was feeling
gratified. "At least one half of the jury believes Patrick
did not have sex with a minor, he didn't travel and he
didn't entice. That's what this case was all about."
The defense plans to appeal.

Naughton's brother, James Naughton, said he believed the
jury did not understand the implications of the child
pornography possession charge. Mark said Naughton had the
photos by accident.

"If he knew about [the pornographic photos] and wanted to
hide them from the government, believe me he would have. He
did not know they were downloaded," James Naughton said.

 _Wider legal implications_

The government must now decide whether or not to re-file
the charges related to interstate travel, which it must
do at the status conference Jan. 5 to determine whether
he will be retried, or not at all.

If it declines to re-try Naughton, or if the second jury
acquits him or hangs, it will spell trouble for police
'sting' operations to pursue in real life what starts
as purely anonymous interaction on the Net.

 _Action against Disney?_

It remains to be seen whether Naughton will seek any action
against Disney, which fired him immediately after he was
charged -- stripping him of $1.2 million in stock options,
with a vested value of more than $15 million. Before his
termination, he was responsible for overseeing child-friendly
content and safety on GO.com.

---------------------------------------------------------------




From press comment on the Naughton case:
---------------------------------------------------------------

                "...  law enforcement's behavior in this case
may have been one reason the jury couldn't make a decision
on the harsher chargers. Not only was Naughton's intent
unclear, but the government went to amazing lengths to lead
their quarry into the snare.

Entrapment is ugly business. The government sometimes
helps create criminals out of people who would not take
that final step into wrongdoing if they weren't handed the
opportunity on a platter.

Juries recognize government misbehavior, and they often
find ways not to reward it. ..."

---------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

_ACLU to file suit against FBI_

13th December 1999

The American Civil Liberties Union has announced plans to
sue the Federal Bureau of Investigation for what staff
lawyers describe as the agency's disjointed and
unconstitutional practice of monitoring the Internet.

Ann Beeson, national staff attorney for the ACLU, said the
group would file the lawsuit on behalf of a New York Web
video artist whose work became the subject of an FBI
investigation last month.

"We're filing a complaint about the investigative policy or
practice the FBI has in place for dealing with Web
content," Beeson said.

Beeson said she hoped to file the lawsuit before the year's
end, adding that she hasn't decided where to file it. The
lawsuit will seek damages for violations of the artist's
First Amendment free-speech rights.

The FBI, meanwhile, has dropped its investigation of
crowdedtheater.com, a Web site featuring a grainy
six-minute video of a fictional government plot to spark a
New Year's Eve riot in Times Square.

Mark Wieger, president of BECamation, a Michigan-based
Internet service provider that hosted Zieper's Web site
said his company removed the video after being contacted
by Joe Metzinger of the FBI and by an assistant U.S.
attorney, both based in Manhattan. Wieger said he was
told "litigation is in progress," and he would lose his
company if he did not comply with the order.

Wieger removed the site but put it back up 10 days later
when he said he learned that the FBI had not secured a
subpoena. The two officials "basically lied to us," Wieger
said.

Wieger said he might join the ACLU lawsuit because he
became the victim of an e-mail assault from irate computer
users who learned of the incident from a *Village Voice*
article and postings on slashdot.org.

"For three or four days I received 1,000 e-mails calling me
every name in the book," he said. "I literally lost
hundreds and hundreds of hours responding to them."

---------------------------------------------------------------




USA: posted on BoyChat
---------------------------------------------------------------

December 1999 (?)

SHALIMAR, Fla. -- A child molester who was voluntarily
castrated was sentenced to nearly 13 years in prison
Tuesday by a judge who said he took the surgery into
consideration.

Carl Roberts Jr. said he opted for castration to make sure
he never again would commit a sex offense and to help cure
his alleged 'bipolar mental condition'.

Circuit Judge G. Robert Barron could have given Roberts up
to 21 years in prison. He told Roberts he was "glad that
you took that step" but said castration wasn't the answer
to all of his problems.

"Sometimes it works; sometimes it doesn't," the judge
said.

Roberts, 30, pleaded no contest in May to three counts of
lewd and lascivious assault. He admitted fondling a girl,
beginning when she was 9 or 10, three times over two or
three years.

---------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------------

15th December 1999

_Passport Agency control of new Criminal Records Bureau halted_

THE Passport Agency suffered fresh humiliation last night
when it lost full responsibility for setting up the
Criminal Records Bureau. The Home Office said it would
set up a new organisation which would operate as "an entirely
separate business unit" from the agency.

Ministers also had to admit that the bureau, which will check
on records of people working with children, will not be
fully operational until at least July 2002, much later than
expected.

---------------------------------------------------------------



UK: civil rights
---------------------------------------------------------------

_Home Office 'holding up report on police torture'_

_December 17th 1999_

The Home Office is refusing to publish a critical report
by the European watchdog on torture and degrading treatment
which highlights failures in prosecuting and disciplining
police officers for death or torture of suspects in custody.

The European committee for the prevention of torture and
inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment visited
Britain in September 1997 and was prompted by fears that
police and prison officers were routinely escaping
accountability for brutality or torture.

Home Office ministers gave misleading answers to
parliamentary questions this week, asking why the
committee's report on its visit has not yet been published.
They said publication was a matter for the Strasbourg-based
committee, although under the European torture convention
it has no power to publish without the consent of the
government concerned. The committee is anxious to publish
and has been negotiating for months with the home office
which wants some material removed.

This week's parliamentary answers conflict with a written
reply in June to a similar question by Chris Mullin. He was
told the report would be published "when and if" the Home
Office reached agreement over material in the report

---------------------------------------------------------------



UK: civil rights:
---------------------------------------------------------------

15th December 1999

_UK breached European human rights laws in trial of children_

CHILDREN who commit serious crimes will no longer have to
undergo what one judge has called "the full rigours of an
adult, public trial", in the wake of yesterday's landmark
ruling that the trial of two children had been unfair and
had breached the European Convention on Human Rights.

In Europe children under 14 are generally not dealt with in
adult criminal courts but in non-adversarial family courts;
or for lesser crimes, youth courts. Britain allows children
of 10 to be tried as if adult.

---------------------------------------------------------------



UK: civil rights
---------------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_Restrictions on bail face human rights challenge_

MORE defendants are expected to be granted bail under
changes recommended by the Law Commission today.

The commission, the Government's law reform body, says that
three aspects of the law on bail may be in breach of the
Human Rights Act, which comes into force next October as
demanded by European law.

In a consultation paper today, it proposes changes in the
law which would mean that courts could not automatically
refuse bail to defendants in a range of circumstances where
they do so now.

It says that if the law is not changed, the Government will
face huge claims for damages from defendants who are able
to challenge bail refusals successfully and say their
rights have been violated.

The commission also recommends a change to the
law which denies a person a right to bail if arrested
because a police officer 'believes' he will not appear at
court or has broken or may break a bail condition.

From next October, defendants will be able to bring a host
of challenges to criminal proceedings, including whether
they are granted bail or not, citing the Human Rights Act.
Among other areas where the law is thought to need review
is the provision that denies a right to bail if there are
substantial reasons to believe that a defendant would
commit an offence.

---------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday, December 12, 1999

_Mom loses her appeal against branding as a 'child abuser'_

  Judge says she must remain on database for slapping child

SALT LAKE CITY -- A Utah woman who slapped her daughter
and was put on a state database of child abusers and child
molesters will remain on the database, a judge has ruled.

In April 1998, Eva Eckersley, 36, slapped her 14-year-old
daughter after she and her husband discovered the girl had
had boys visiting while they were away, and had reason to
believe she had sex.

Though she was not charged with any crime, Eckersley
was immediately added to a database of child abusers and
child molesters by Utah's Division of Child and Family
Services. She twice appealed her registration.

On Nov. 30, Judge Robert Yeates of the Third District
Juvenile Court mailed Eckersley an order telling her that
she would remain on the database. Eckersley said she
received the notice late last week.

Eckersley said the slap was discipline, not abuse. She
ultimately took her daughter to a hospital to find out if
she was having sex. At the hospital, she admitted to
slapping her daughter. Hospital staff were legally obliged
to report the incident as child abuse.

Particularly troubling to Eckersley is the threat to
her future. Utah's database is used, in part, to screen
applicants for jobs requiring licenses to work with
children. Eckersley, a paralegal, is studying to become a
psychologist who works with parents and adoptive children.
By being put on the list, she said, her chances for getting
such a job have vanished.

"I'm always going to have to explain myself for the
rest of my life," she said.

---------------------------------------------------------------
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December 1999

_Schools Push Anti-sex Propaganda_

WASHINGTON  -- In one school out of three, American
teen-agers are not just encouraged to abstain from sex,
they are taught that abstinence is the only 'appropriate'
option, according to two surveys released today.

These "abstinence-only" policies teach students that
they should wait until marriage, or at least until they are
older, to have sex. The policies leave out any discussion
of birth control to prevent pregnancy or transmission of
HIV and other diseases -- except to talk about the
shortcomings of such approaches.

Abstinence long has been promoted by conservative and
religious groups who argue that talking about birth control
sends teen-agers a mixed message, suggesting that
premarital sex is really OK. The welfare overhaul
legislation that President Clinton signed in 1996 included
a five-year, $250 million program for abstinence-only
programs.

But today's reports are the first to document how
widespread abstinence-only programs are in American
schools, which are a central source of sexuality education.

The first survey, by the Kaiser Family Foundation, asked
secondary school principals about their sex-ed programs and
found 34 percent had abstinence-only as the main message.

The second study, conducted independently by the Alan
Guttmacher Institute, surveyed superintendents about
district policies and found 35 percent of those with
policies teach abstinence as the only option.

Fifteen states require that schools teach abstinence
until marriage, and 13 require lessons about contraception.
Some require both.

In 1995, 66 percent of teen-agers reported having sex by
the time they graduated from high school.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Eire:
-----------------------------------------------------------

10th December 1999

_Hotline Can't Answer Internet's Child Pornography Problem_

New hotline may sound noble but it's an empty gesture


-- Child pornography remains the single most emotive issue
associated with the Internet. While only the most morally
bankrupt and socially odious could support its availability
on the Web, the issue has nonetheless been enveloped in
sanctimonious hysteria.

Hysteria, because many people seem to think the medium
itself - that is, the Internet - is evil, rather than the
content sent across it. Because the medium is complex and
confusing to many people, they misdirect their fear and
blame towards it, rather than towards the people who
utilise it in corrupt ways. The Internet is complex and
confusing. People who know how to lurk in its back
alleyways, hiding nasty material in digital networks and
sometimes encoding it so that it is virtually inaccessible,
evoke a special kind of panic and worry. Parents worry that
their own children could become victims of such people, who
traffic in children's misery with such aplomb. Or they fear
their children could stumble across these horrific images
themselves, as they journey about the Net. The Net seems to
offer child pornographers sanctuary.

The sanctimoniuosness arises from other people - sometimes
crass and self-serving, sometimes well-meaning - who take
advantage of people's natural fears of an incomprehensible
medium that can harbour badness. They know the emotive
nature of child pornography, and they know there are
legitimate fears about the ease with which such images can
be passed around the Internet. However, those who condemn
the Net, and seek restrictive measures against it, also
often have a larger agenda. They not only want to suppress
child pornographers, but all sorts of other information and
imagery that is available on the Internet. They would like
to limit what other people see, talk about, and look for.
They take an offensive issue, child pornography, and use it
as a trojan horse to forward other agendas.

Likewise, some people - especially those who want publicity
or political kudos - use the child pornography issue as a
cheap bid for attention. Mention your noble fight against
child pornography - no matter how pointless, no matter what
dangerous ramifications it could have in other arenas of
free speech, of adult rights, of privacy rights - and score
easy points with those who worry about an electronic world
over which they seem to have no control. Unfortunately, the
most overblown reactions tend to come from official
agencies. To be fair, they are also the targets of the
collective anxieties of a public that is often uneasy with
the Internet.

But they also often feel pressured to act - to be seen to
do something, no matter how empty the gesture, or how
unlikely it is to address the real issues at hand, or how
worrisome the eventual implications of the gesture might
be. That's why all sorts of questions must hang over the
Internet Service Provider's Association of Ireland's new
child pornography hotline.

It's difficult to know what purpose it's supposed to serve.
The obvious answer is that it is there to help fight child
pornography. But why would people choose an intermediary in
order to report any instances of child porn they discover
on the Internet, rather than simply lifting the phone and
contacting the Garda? Once the idea of the hotline was
mooted, the ISPs, already concerned about possible
censorship on the Net, could not be seen to oppose it. Nor
could the Internet and technology industry in general. But
how interesting that the hotline idea, introduced ages ago,
failed to interest the Department of Justice until the
manufactured hoo-ha over allegedly 'salacious' advertisements
in _In Dublin_. How curious that the creation of a hotline
to deal with this so-easily-offensive topic was, suddenly,
publicly funded and highlighted.

The truth is that very few people are ever likely to use a
hotline to report an instance of child porn because they
are unlikely to have anything to report. And the people
who backed the hotline know that perfectly well.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Security:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 13th 1999

_PGP Encryption Software Granted Worldwide Export License_

SANTA CLARA, Calif., Network Associates, Inc. today announced
that it has been granted a full license by the U.S. Government
to export its market-leading PGP encryption software, dealing
a body blow to the regulation strategy of Janet Reno and the
FBI.

The license, effective immediately, allows Network Associates,
the world's largest security software company to export its
full strength PGP encryption software to virtually all
countries worldwide without restriction.

"This decision further establishes the PGP product line as
a true worldwide standard for enabling secure e-business,"
said Mona Doss, senior product manager for PGP. "Thanks to
this export license, the PGP product line can now be easily
used to secure data both within and between businesses
almost anywhere in the world."

-----------------------------------------------------------




Security:
-----------------------------------------------------------

December 1999

_Secret IDs in Color Copies_

Greetings. We've recently seen a tirade of stories about
"hidden" identification codes and what many would consider
to be surreptitious centralized information flowing from
various popular Internet products and packages. These have
tended to highlight an important truth -- whether or not
users really would be concerned about the particular
identifiers or data involved, they tend to get the most
upset when they feel that an effort was made to perform
such functions "behind their backs." While it can be argued
how routine, intrusive, or even mundane and innocent a
particular case may be, it's certainly true that people
feel a lot better when they know what's going on. This
issue isn't restricted only to the Internet world. A case
in point -- the recurring rumors floating around regarding
the presence or absence of identification codes in color
copies (or color prints xerographically generated from
computer output systems). A recent story involved a
customer who was refused permission to make a color copy of
his driver's license (to deal with an identification
problem with his local telephone company). A Kinko's
(copying center) worker reportedly told him that such a
copy was "illegal," and could be traced back to the store
through a "hidden ID."

Regardless of whether or not the Kinko's employee was
being overzealous in his interpretation of the rules,
or simply bluffing, what's really going on here regarding
a so-called hidden ID code? In fact, rumors about this,
often chalked up as an "urban legend," have been
circulating for a long time. This is a bit ironic, given
that in the copier/printer industry it's been well known
for years -- no secret -- that "invisible" IDs *are* imprinted
on virtually all color xerographic output, from
(apparently) all of the manufacturers. But for persons
outside of "the trade," this hasn't been as widely known
(even though the issue goes back to the early 90's, and the
topic has appeared in publications such as the Wall Street
Journal). However, it does not appear that the
privacy-related aspects of this technology have ever been
subject to significant public discussion.

In an effort to pin down the current state of the art in
this area, I had a long and pleasant chat with one of Xerox's
anti-counterfeiting experts, who is the technical product
manager for several of their color-copying products. The
conversation was quite illuminating. Please note that the
details apply only to Xerox products, though we can safely
assume similar systems from competing manufacturers,
although their specific policies may differ. Years ago,
when the potential for counterfeiting of valuable documents
on color copiers/xerographic printers became apparent in
Japan (where such machines first appeared) manufacturers
were concerned about negative governmental reaction to such
technology. In an effort to stave off legislative efforts
to restrict such devices, various ID systems began being
implemented at that point. At one stage for at least one
U.S. manufacturer, this was as crude as a serial number
etched on the underside of the imaging area glass! Modern
systems, which are now reportedly implemented universally,
use much more sophisticated methods, encoding the ID
effectively as "noise" repeatedly throughout the image,
making it impossible to circumvent the system through
copying or printing over a small portion of the image area,
or by cutting off portions of printed documents.
Effectively, I'd term this as sort of the printing
equivalent of "spread spectrum" in radio technology. To
read these IDs, the document in question is scanned and the
"noise" decoded via a secret and proprietary algorithm. In
the case of Xerox-manufactured equipment, only Xerox has
the means to do this, and they require a court order to do
so (except for some specific government agencies, for whom
they no longer require court authorizations). I'm told that
the number of requests Xerox receives for this service is
on the order of a couple a week from within the U.S. The ID
is encoded in all color copies/prints from the Xerox color
copier/printer line. It does not appear in black and white
copies.

The technology has continued to evolve, and it is possible
that it might be implemented within other printing
technologies as well (e.g. inkjet). Or possibly that's
just propaganda to make us all paranoid.  At one time there
_were_ efforts made to also include date/time stamps within
the encoded data, but these were dropped by Xerox (at least
for now) due to inconsistencies such as the printer clocks not
being set properly by their operators, rendering their
value questionable. It's interesting to note that these
machines also include other anti-counterfeiting measures,
such as dumping extra cyan toner onto images when the unit
believes it has detected an attempt to specifically copy
currency. These techniques have all apparently been fairly
successful -- the Secret Service has reported something on
the order of a 30% drop in color copying counterfeiting
attempts since word of such measures has been circulating
in the industry. The average person might wonder who the
blazes would ever accept a xerographic copy of money in any
case... but apparently many persons are not very
discerning. I'm told that the Secret Service has examples
in their files of counterfeit currency successfully passed
that was printed on *dot matrix* printers.

So counterfeiting is certainly a genuine problem. OK, so now
you know -- the IDs are there. The next question is, what
does this really mean? Obviously the vast majority of uses
for color copies are completely innocuous or even directly
beneficial to the public good (e.g. whistleblowers
attempting to expose a fraud against the public). Is it
acceptable for an ID to be embedded in all color copies
just to catch those cases? The answer seems to be, it
depends. In some cases, even having an ID number doesn't
necessarily tell you who currently owns the machine. While
some countries (e.g. China) do keep tight reign on the
ownership and transfer of such equipment, there is no
"registration" requirement for such devices in the U.S.
(though the routine servicing realities of large units
might well create something of a de-facto registration in
many situations). Xerox points out that non-color copies
(at least on their machines) have no IDs, and that most
copying applications don't need color.

It is however also true that as the prices of color copiers
and printers continue to fall, it seems only a matter of time
before they become the "standard" even for home copying, at
which time the presence of IDs could cover a much vaster
range of documents and become increasingly significant from
a routine privacy standpoint. It's also the case that we need
to be watchful for the "spread" of this technology,
intended for one purpose, into other areas or broader
applications (what I call "technology creep"). We've seen
this effect repeatedly with other technologies over the
years, from automated toll collection to cell phone
location tracking. While there is currently no U.S.
legislative requirement that manufacturers of copier
technology include IDs on color copies, it is also the case
that these manufacturers have the clear impression that if
they do not include such IDs, legislation to require them
would be immediately forthcoming. It is important to be
vigilant to avoid such perceived or real pressures from
causing possibly intrusive technology creep in this area.

In the copier case, that ID technology being used for color
copies *could* be adapted to black and white copies and
prints as well. The addition of cheap GPS units to copiers
could provide not only valid date/time stamps, but also the
physical *locations* of the units, all of which could be
invisibly encoded within the printed images. Pressures to
extend the surveillance of commercial copyright enforcement
take such concepts out of the realm of science-fiction, and
into the range of actual future possibilities. What many
would consider to be currently acceptable
anti-counterfeiting technology could be easily extended
into the realm of serious privacy invasions. It would only
require, as Dr. Strangelove once said, "The will to do so."

Perhaps the most important point is that unless we as a
society actively stay aware of these technologies, however
laudable their initial applications may often be, we will
be unable to participate in the debate that is crucial to
determining their future evolution. And it's in the vacuum
of technology evolving without meaningful input from
society that the most serious abuses, be they related to
the Internet or that copy machine over on your desk, are
the most likely to occur.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Art note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Bill Henson - Australian art photographer

"Bill Henson is a contemporary Australian fine art
photographer. His nudes tend to relate to another, darker
and more morbid, tradition of the nude. They are less
beautiful than sublime. This is flesh from the perspective
of a Dionysian, symbolist imagination, a northern imagination.

Henson's thin, wan and ghostly pale figures have a liminal
character. They are child-adults, but with no sense of
youthful flowering, no sense of the joyful potential of
erotic flesh. They have a pure and ethereal quality even
when orgiastically engaged. And there are always the signs
of materiality - as with Sally Mann's photography - of cuts,
scrapes and smeared blood. Henson's nudes suggest an
anguished, rather than an hedonistic, relation to embodiment
- an anguish which is, however, insistently aestheticised.
Wasted youth becomes poetic and darkly erotic, the stuff
of dreams rather than reality, of art gallery transgression
rather than societal crime."

--

"The worry about Henson's *Untitled* and its content of sex,
young children and older, more experienced adults, is not
that it portrays paedophilia or pornography in a public space,
or even that there is sex in the gallery. It is just that
Bill Henson seems to be stuck in repeat mode. Looking over
Henson shows from the last ten years or so, we see his work
move into notions of paedophilia and power (though
ambiguous as Henson's works are as to whether they are
portraying paedophilia), and become stuck there. I actually
heard a viewer say "that's Bill Henson again - don't
bother, it's all the same - naked kiddies". Henson's work
still confronts, but he is losing my interest."

-----------------------------------------------------------



Magazine note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

I'm told that the current German edition of fashion mag
Vogue is being sold in sealed "adult only" wrapping
because it contains a set of nude art photos of children.

-----------------------------------------------------------




ends

alt.support.girl-lovers                   19th December 1999 (1)
----------------------------------------------------------------
                                        Last: 19th December 1999

          ,,,,,
        /)))))))\
       ((((((((((\
      ((_  _  )))))
      ))e) e ((((((
     (((<     ))))))
        \~     .-'-.
         '--.(                          88
                                        88
 ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88
 ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
 ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88
 88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88
 'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                           aa,    ,88
                            "Y8bbdP



   [ This will be the last posting now until early January.
     Happy Holidays! ]





'Stephen' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Greetings to all!   There have been some great posts lately,  and I
wanted to comment on some:

--

To 'Daveboy':
I got a great laugh out of your post about the 'strip poker' incident.
To me the enthusiasm  shown  by the girls to your suggestion just shows
how natural and open children are to these things, if it was not for
the restrictions placed on them (and us) by society. In a sane world you
should have been able to go ahead and play the game. But of course they
would be scarred for life by that... Not!

--

To 'Fairy Knight':
I also enjoyed your post about the pre-school 'naughty hands' incident.
Perhaps that subject could be added to the school curriculum (well,
somebody has to teach them, right?)  I recall reading  recently that in
a Scandinavian country, I think, they are actually considering adding
instruction about masturbation to their courses, to help kids learn
this properly.

--

I have been thinking a lot recently about the hypocrisy in our society
about pedophilia.

When in a magazine shop a while ago, I noticed a proliferation of
legal adult porn magazines which emphasize teen girls. Titles
like: Barely Legal, Just Eighteen, Babyface, etc. They all proclaim
to have 'the youngest girls allowed by law!' etc. In other words, I'd
guess if they could show 14 and 15 year-olds, they probably would.
And they would sell out very quickly I'm sure.

I guess the point I am trying to make is obvious,  that there are heaps
of 'normal' guys out there who  are turned on by younger girls.  Maybe
not pedophilia exactly, but damn close. So why bash us??

--

Finally,  I would like to wish everyone Seasons Greetings and better
things in the new century.  After all, it can't get much worse for us
can it?

'Stephen'
------------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Brother Chubba' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

No fancy intro's just straight to the replies.

'Daveboy' wrote:
>I have had some fantastic nights, trouble is, I usualy wake up just as
>I'm about to take advantage of the situation. As soon as I realize that
>I AM dreaming... I quickly start to look for an LG.
>
>I'm usually somewhere like a shopping centre, but, knowing that I'm
>only dreaming... I don't care!... I just find an LG as fast as poss
>and 'get to work'... BTW, In my dreams, there is never any force...
>they are always 'only too willing' to oblige!
>
>...sometimes it takes a few moments of desperate searching
>to find a 'cute' one, but I know that I've got to be quick, as I could
>wake up at any moment... and that kind of 'spoils' the experience.
>Sometimes I manage to get the deed completed, in which case I wake up
>feeling really great... but if I wake up too soon... 8-((

I don't know whether this was the intent but I laugh my ass of at this
account (oh and the anecdote, although that could have been very
dangerous) Well it's nice to see that you can still have fun if your
not as lucky as me. :) True lucid dreamers that I have read about can
do this whenever they want, and control and change the dream, when I
know I'm dreaming, I generally have no control over them, it's like
looking through a camera.

>Nice to see you're still about Brother Chubba!

Didn't know I'd been missed :)

--

'Ianthe' wrote:
>  [ Flyposters take too much time and hassle to put up.  Large self-
>    adhesive stickers (with a strong bond) which print in an inkjet
>    at two-to-a-sheet, might be better ? ]

Good idea thanks!  I've seen nazi's do the same in my area, and although
I obviously disagree with their ideals, the stickers have been there for
about a year so loads of people will have read them.

   [ You didn't use a coin to scratch them all off, yet ?? :( They're
     the ones who're going to be throwing petrol bombs through your
     windows if you ever have trouble with the courts... ]

--

'D.A.' wrote:
>Point taken, but I have only been in the group a few months and am trying
>to undo a lifetime's brainwashing by the media here, that is why I raised
>the issue. I am very sorry if I offended you or anyone else in the group.
>I'll check out the archives. (subject closed)

I wasn't offended, God no, sorry if I sounded nasty. I tried to put it as
nicely as possible.  Reading the archives though is a VERY good idea (if
a little time consuming) I know what your going through, it's hell but there
is a light at the end of the tunnel, good luck.

--

'Dalderious' wrote:
>Even then, my first thought in imagining what I would
>do, is being extremely sad. The thought of it almost
>brings a tear to my eye. Yes, I almost never cry, and
>tears are rarely existent in my life. I am not trying
>to brag, if anything this is a bad trait. However,
>when I feel my eyes swelling up, it can only mean that
>I really care.

You know, until I found this group and discovered the truth about myself, I
was the same, but now I can cry quite often.  The end of 'Lawn Dogs', I
cried, the part in 'City Of Lost Children' where Miette falls into the
water, I cried and even in 'Ransom' I cried.  I am far more emotional now,
this is not a bad thing as Dalderious says, it shows I'm in touch with
my feelings (or I'm a big cry-baby, one of the two :).

Oh, what I said was meant as a bit of therapy, you seemed down and to have
a low self-esteem, glad to see it wasn't needed. :)

>I love LGs. I love almost all children. I will spend
>time with them to make them happy. Why? Because that
>makes me happy. I find that I cannot be happy when
>another around me is not. I will berate myself and
>ask, "How can I be happy while this person isn't?" I
>consider that a good character trait.

See, your a good person, I believe that everyone should be able to say
they're proud of who they are, be proud, not just of your paedophilia,
but of your whole life.  Be proud that you have a positive affect on
young peoples lives.  Always be proud.  This isn't a low self-esteem
thing, just my philosophy on life. And finally, yes I understand, but
please now understand my reasons behind what I said. :)

On what you said about Rachel, my advice is simply to smile back (like
you do) the simple act of acknowledging her existence will probably
be enough to make her happy, she will get along fine without further
contact, not that further contact would bother her though if you know
what I mean. Maybe a wave will be good as well.

You seem to have a good relationship with Sarah, thanks for sharing, and
to you also, good luck.

--

To 'The Fairy Knight', good fortune smiles one those who have faith, but
isn't standing up always a problem? ;)

Well, that's all I have to say at the mo BYE!

'Brother Chubba'
------------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Giggle Maker' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It was Fall [Autumn] '97 when I first met Katie & Elizabeth.  They invited
me into their backyard, I met their parents, and they were soon playing a
game that involved jumping off the trampoline into my arms again and
again.  They visited my house twice and we had wonderful fun.  I spent
some time getting to know their mom, so she'd feel comfortable
allowing them to visit.  The future looked rosy.  Then their parents
divorced and dad prohibited them from visiting.  The only reason he'd
give them was "There're too many boys down there." (I have sons, no
daughters.)

Suddenly, unexpectedly, 2 weeks ago Liz showed up and stayed for an
hour.  Then today they both arrived!  It seems dad changed his mind
(why?) and they're now allowed to visit.

When they arrive they want to do everything they enjoyed in their
previous visits, so they rush from one thing to another.  First they
play the piano (3 minutes), then they jump on the trampoline (5
minutes), then they run to the tree-house (4 minutes).  Liz wants me to
carry her on my back, then I'm running through the woods with Katie
chasing after.  Next they want ice cream -- I don't have any, so it's
off to the computer.  All this takes place at top speed, running from
one activity to the next.

We stay at the computer for the rest of the visit.  Katie is a lovely
girl -- friendly, cheerful, talented, intelligent.  But Liz is very
affectionate toward me, so naturally I fall totally in love with her.
She's 7 years old, blonde, with a few freckles, raspy voice.  She
wants to be held almost continually.  At the computer she sits in my
lap, holds my hand, wraps my arms around her.  She leans her head
against me, I kiss the top of her head, stroke her hair.  I've touched
her ear with my lips, but I've never kissed her cheek.  I have a
feeling that would be too forward and I don't want to cause her to
back off from me.  One time I removed my hand from her leg, and she
grabbed my hand and put it back.  Clearly she wants to be touched.
But one time I leaned close to kiss her cheek and she leaned away (I
think).  I desperately want to be sensitive to her comfort level and
not overstep her bounds.

When she leaves, she says they'll be back, but not for 2 weeks, since
they'll be visiting mom.  She hugs me.

I always wonder when a child is so affectionate toward me so quickly.
Certainly children need love.  Does this mean she doesn't get
attention and love from her parents?  Do some children just need more
love than others, even with devoted parents?  Is this a precocious
sexuality?  I don't know the answers, but I love it.  And I love her.
I'm now hers.

'Giggle Maker'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

'Daveboy' wrote:
>The point is... I wasn't trying to coheres them into doing
>something... They WANTED to play 'Strip Poker'... to them it sounded
>like FUN! ( and I'm SURE it would have been!!......)

This is where it gets tricky. *Someone* has to come up with the
ideas and we, with our greater experience, usually are the ones
to introduce them to these wonderful things. The problem is that
this is usually this is seen as coercion and an abuse of authority.
I guess as long as the children realize the consequences we might
as well show them so they don't have to stumble around on their
own. I stumbled around plenty and sometimes wish that I had had a
guide.

>Others on this list have mentioned that they HAVE told someone
>but I can't imagine how on earth they can do that.. if it wasn't
>for ASGL and anon e-mail etc, I would still be in denial.

I think telling others has been a mixed blessing. I have gained a little
understanding from my wife but lost the best job I ever had. I am
very grateful for the Internet, too.

--

'Spike' wrote:
>on the weekends, her dad still works so when I come in I get in bed
>with her and sleep right there with her... she wakes me up around 9
>and we play some games and we nap all day together.

Wow, what does her dad think of all that?

'Sanctuary'
------------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Christin' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi! :-)

I went Christmas shopping yesterday to buy Honey a Barbie doll. When I
enquired about the prices, the assistant told me that, "Sporty Barbie
was 9.99.  Barbie and her dog was 15.99. Barbie and make up set was
19.99. and Divorced Barbie was 49.99." When I asked why Divorced
Barbie was the most expensive the shop assistant explained that
"Divorced Barbie came with Ken's car, Ken's House, Ken's Jewellery and
half of Ken's personal bank account.

Have a nice Christmas, list members! :-)

'Christin', Sappho inside... :-)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Dalderious' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Daveboy' wrote:
> Someone mentioned 'Lucid Dreaming'... does this mean
> 'knowing that you ARE dreaming, whilst IN dream?
> '...'caus if it does, I do it quite often, but I
> didn't know what it was called!

http://www.lucidity.com  seems like a decent place. If
you're interested, check it out. I am curious for
information past all that.

'Dalderious'
------------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon'
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi Ianthe,

The issue 12/99 of _Vogue, German edition_ (NOT Vogue Bambini) was indicated
not to sell or show to persons under age of 18, because of 6 photos made by
Torkil Gudnason. The photos show his daughters Anna (7) and Eva (5) dressed as
figures from fairy tales and two of the photos show them naked (covering
intimate parts by a leg). These pictures are _Art_, and if you read the story
about the pictures you will see that the two girls wanted to dress and act
like the models their father worked with.

Unfortunately I have not yet scanned the pictures, so I am not yet able to
get them on the web. I hope I will be able to do so within the next week
but I am not sure about that.

Hugging you,

'Simon'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Soft and Gentle' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello,

I have been busy trying to get two web sites organized. Testing have been
going fine and the test runs okay. All we are doing is the new ISDN line to
the server will be put after Xmas and we would offer a new site for
archives for ASGL-L.

The first site _ASGL News Round-Up_ (ANRU) will be for ASGL-L archives and
to view the "NEWS" postings in html web-page format with listing by dates,
country and topics. I also provide the information from the URL, since they
tend to vanish quickly. So this is nothing new to most of you, just another
window on the world.

A good friend (CBy) of mine is putting the new server up (this is actually
the 3rd server since I started this project). If it would not have been
of his offer, I probably would have had to put the links and reference to
ASGL-L in in a low-key manner.

The second site "TBies" is about pre-teens (boys & girls) in diapers. This
site offer non-nude legal material and in no ways encouraging any forms of
sexual activity. The site is open mainly to teens & pre-teens, but the
trial site on "excite.com" had many visiting. Since some people have
mention that this caring activity of mine interests them. I thought of
mentioning it here.

--

Running out of time, I must go but first ...

'Desire' wrote to me...
>Wow! It really got me what you wrote about Liz and Nann. I have to admit
> >that diapering and babying a girl who is in fact too old for that is an
>erotic phantasy of mine.

More than likely their story will be posted. Nann is a bit hesitating and
will probably want some parts modified first.

Your thought about eroticism is quite true. I must say that many sensual
touch got to be allowed, because I first touch them as a caring big daddy.
But the most gratifying thing is that many girl wanted me to be a caring
daddy or big brother.

The diapering experience (games) make them less afraid of being naked or of
touching. Note, never did I break their trust and make the touch to be
"sexual" - maybe sensual, but not sexual. After all ask any little girl about
getting rubbed lotion or powder in/on the groin area and not feel anything,
and I'll show you a zombie. ;-)

I tell you, the time I love most is when they come snuggle up on your lap
sucking (thumb, pacifier, bottle) and your rubbing their hair. When the
little ones gives herself in your care like this it is GREAT!!!

For all the "goody two shoes" around, YES, this is a selfish needs that is
getting fulfil toward me, and the kids are not aware of the rewards I am
seeking. I get great views, and I get to snuggle with little girl. Find me a
girl-lover who has no needs met when "dating" (wrong word) a little girl.
Yes I know we all play games with them because we hate it.

Sorry for last para, was just in case someone wanted to play morals with
me.

--

He, I want to put my nose into something....

'Desire' and 'True777' were exchanging views thus:
> > I have never hurt a child - I havn't done any thing with a
> > child (not since I was 12-ish, anyway).  Sorry if I use
> > USA slang - I like to know what kind of people I'm talking
> > to.  Over the years I've had many "relationships" with LG's
> > that had nothing to do with sex.
>
>You must have a different definition of nothing as I have - or a
>different definition of relationship. How can you have a relationship
>with someone and still 'do nothing' with them?

Wakey Wakey...

Relationship does not necessarily = sexual activities.

I have many "relationship" with kids that does not involved sexual
activities. This sound like another gramatik story. Associating relationship
with lovemaking is the far end of relation. Look at the other end of scale
.. a good friend. A friendship relations, still parts of all the relations.

People are "hung up on" their own concept of definition of activities. Example
someone is so afraid of being called a pedophile, that if he touch the
breast area or the pubic area tenderly he calls it sensual touches, not sex.
Excuse me, but aren't these part of foreplay and isn't foreplay with
completion of the penetration a whole of sexual activities. So to me sensual
touch like masturbation are forms of sexual activities.

So back to relationship ... relation

Establishing some form of link and trust with someone.

Yes, it can be non-sexual.

Sorry, Desire, if I sound angry. It is just the whole concept of because I am
a pedophile and I am with a child that most people automatically think I
will sexually abuse the kid.

Yes, I had many wonderful time with kids, some sensual and some sexual, but
the never come to 1/4 the amount of friendship activities that I had with
kids.

Hey two weekend ago, I had the great pleasure of colouring for two hours with
a five years old brunette, and then having her fall asleep on my lap while I
was watching TV.

And you know I did build a relationship with that girl. Because she asked
her parent if I would come visit her again.

--

I don't watch TV often, but did I ever drop in a movie at the wrong time
with the wrong people around me.

I was flipping the channel when I got to a channel
where a bunch or pre-teen girl where brushing their teeth. Typical boarding
school bathroom with two long sink facing each others. One of the girl was
making face to the second. Then she caught on what she wanted her to do. So the
girl faked to be sick and roll on the ground. This kind of put the room if a
state of shamble while one of the teacher came. There was about half a dozen
girls topless, with bulging breast that were peeking out. Just like I do love
them pointing out but no real form to them yet.

I couldn't leave the movie their since I had non LG
visitor at the time. Went back later but no more topless shots.

I would love to find the film at rental, but it was
copyright "France3", so I don't think I would be able to find it anywhere. The
title was "Parfun de bebe", Fr. 1992 director S. Mena with Jacque Spiesser and
Laure Duthilieul. Think this is the mother and did not catch the name during
the credit.

Can't remember who does all the movie critics, but
if you see it around let us know. Wonder if that guy that has the starlets web
site could get some shots of it.

Damn!!!  I got to get a new VCR that records... with a good remote of course.

You all have a good day.

'Soft and Gentle'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------





'?' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thanks!

I've got a little question: do you archive posts to the list?

'?'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Yes...

     http://www.callnetuk.com/home/papageno/asgl/index.html

     or if this one is down, we have another back-up - e-mail me for the url. ]






Stray news-cutting that didn't get included in the last posting:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

December 99 (?)

Australia: _SCHOOL 'TOUCH' CASE APPEAL_

The State Government plans to fight a court ruling
which allowed a teacher cleared of inappropriately
touching students to have his job back.

Education Queensland bosses are seeking legal advice
to determine whether they can appeal against the
Queensland Industrial Court decision to allow Ronald
F[...] to return to work.

It is believed the departments directors are also
exploring the legal possibilities of having the case
against Mr F[...] re-opened.

Mr F[...], in his 50's, was sacked from a Cairns
school over an incident in October 1997 during which
he allegedly touched the thigh of an 11-year old girl
who had complained of 'itchy bites'.

He successfully appealed against the sacking.

Mr F[...] won his legal battle for reinstatement in
September when Industrial Court president David Hall
found complaints against him provided no basis that
children in his care were at risk.

Education Queensland assistant director-general Warren
Davis last night confirmed the department was
exploring its legal options.

"It would be inapporiate to make any (further) comment
because the matter is still subject to legal
negotiations," Mr Davis said.

During the hearing, it was revealed Mr F[...] had
been sacked in 1993 after similar allegations
involving a Year 5 girl.

In that matter, he was found guilty of unlawful
aggravated assault of a sexual nature but appealed and
at retrial was found guilty of nine counts of common
assault.

No conviction was recorded, but Mr F[...] was again
successful in the Court of Appeal, where the guilty
verdicts were set aside.  He was subsequently
reinstated but cautioned by education Department
directors that "inappropriate physical contact toward
any student will not be tolerated."

After the September court ruling on the latest
allegations, Mr Hall ruled if there were any
difficulties associated with returning Mr F[...] to
the Cairns school of 500 students, he should be
transferred.

Education Queensland was also directed to negotiate a
financial settlement for Mr F[...] to compensate him
for the two years he was unemployed.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------


   [ Thanks to a Humbert for sending the above. ]





ends

